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What is the National Council for Education (ESYP)? 

The National Council for Education (Ethniko Symvoulio Paideias - ESYP) is an 

autonomous advisory body for the Ministry of Education. ESYP was recreated in 2003 

(FEK 114/12.5.2003 CONSTITUTION ORGANIZATION OPERATION ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT 

AND SEAT OF NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR EDUCATION) to guarantee the widest consensus 

possible on issues relating to educational policy and practices. The hope is to create a 

community forum where dialogue can occur between a diverse group of policy makers, 

academics and community members resulting in an amelioration of educational 

opportunities in Greece. 

Who is a part of ESYP? 

The National Council for Education (ESYP) is led by a President, who is 

proposed by the Minister of Education and endorsed by the Parliamentary Committee for 

Cultural Affairs. In addition to the president, ESYP is comprised of representatives from: 

other Ministries, various professional groups, university rectors and TEI (Technological 

Education Institutions) Presidents, the Center for Educational Research, the Pedagogical 

Institute, political parties, the Orthodox Church, teaching and research staff in higher 

education, the Confederation of Parents, the National Students Union, the Federations of 

Primary and Secondary School Teachers, the Confederations of Greek Industries. The 

current President of ESYP, Thanos Veremis, was appointed during the end of 2004 and 

will serve a three year first term.  

 

Structure 

The primary body of ESYP is the National Council for Education, which is led by 

president Thanos Veremis and consists of thirty-eight diverse members. In addition to the 
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National Council for Education there are three other committees that fall under the 

auspices of ESYP. Each of these committees has representatives from the political 

parties, academics, appropriate labor unions and government officials. First, there is the 

Council for Higher Education which consists of forty-six members including all (22) 

university rectors. Second the Council for Higher Technological Education, which is 

made up of thirty-nine members including all (16) presidents of the Greek Higher 

Technological Institutions among the other diverse members. Finally, there is the Council 

for Secondary and Primary Education which includes secondary education principle 

representatives, which consists of thirty-four members. The fact that these councils 

incorporate representatives from every facet of Greek society demonstrates ESYP’s 

commitment to engage in the most diverse and dynamic dialogue possible. 

 In addition to these permanent bodies, ESYP has the capacity to create other 

committees in order to address a specific need. This allows ESYP to recruit those 

individuals with the greatest talent and expertise ensuring an enlightened dialogue and the 

best recommendations for the Ministry of Education. One notable example of a special 

committee is the group of eight men who proposed a set of reforms for the Greek higher 

education system. (These reforms are discussed in greater detail below.)  

Current Reforms 

ESYP was established by law 2327/1995 (FEK 156/31.7.1995 NATIONAL COUNCIL 

FOR EDUCATION – REGULATION OF SUBJECTS OF RESEARCH OF EDUCATION AND 

FURTHER TRAINING OF TEACHERS). Although the organization was initially dormant, in 

recent years it has become extremely active and has been tasked to create policy 

proposals for every level of education in Greece. ESYP will spearhead the effort to 

reform education in Greece so that it complies with EU standards -more specifically the 
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Bologna Agenda which was voluntarily signed by Greece in 2005. In April 2006, ESYP 

provided the Ministry of Education with a thirty-page report which suggests a series of 

reforms for higher education. The report takes into consideration the current political 

climate of Greece and offers suggestions that are both feasible and necessary. The table 

below taken from the Athens News highlights many key reforms from the ESYP report. 
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The report hopes to tackle many problem areas in tertiary education. Yet there are a few 

core problems that ESYP is trying to particularly target. 
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 The first key problem is the influence of political parties in the University. The 

campus has become the playground and recruiting camp for political parties. ESYP 

strongly believes that as long as parties remain a prevalent and ubiquitous force inside 

academics students will become increasingly distracted and forget the real reason they are 

in college – to learn. A very vocal minority of political students have the ability to run the 

campus. Yet, instead of representing their fellow classmates, these students have become 

completely attached to the agenda of their party. The result is that a majority of students 

are disempowered and many campus practices are out of touch with actual student needs. 

ESYP believes that political parties have a strong role to play in the functioning of our 

government, but they should not be a dominant force in our universities.  

 Another core issue of the ESYP proposal is to create higher standards and stricter 

evaluation in tertiary education. Students in the previous system could stay in school 

forever, which has created the problem of lifetime students. Aside from the added cost to 

the state, lifetime students hurt themselves as they spend an excessive amount of time in 

university instead of advancing to the next stages of their lives. ESYP feels that by 

limiting the amount of time a student can spend in schools, universities can give students 

the incentive requisite for success. If a student is told that he must graduate in a certain 

number of years, he will work diligently and arduously to ensure that he meets the 

requirements to graduate. Yet, ESYP knows that for a variety of reasons not every 

student can graduate on time. For this reason the proposal limits the amount of time that a 

student can spend in university to one and a half times the length of their course of study 

(such that a student pursuing a four year course can spend up to six years in university.) 



 6 

This example demonstrates how ESYP is willing to balance their reforms to work with 

the current conditions of Greek tertiary education.   

Students should not face an increase in standards alone. ESYP knows that our 

university professors must also be evaluated to ensure that university classes can reach 

the highest standards. Just as students must attend lectures, so should professors. In order 

to guarantee that professors are doing their job, ESYP feels that students should be able 

to evaluate each of their professors at the end of every course. These evaluations will 

allow university officials to highlight those professors who are doing a great job and 

those who may need some improvement. Although many may dismiss these reforms out 

of a fear of evaluation and standards or simply due to a concern for change, these reforms 

are essential for both the short-term and long-term success of higher education. Without 

change a diploma from a Greek College may soon lose all value.  

 

What Next? 

ESYP is committed to improving the educational system at every level in Greece. 

Over the coming years, ESYP will continue to make proposals for reform to the Ministry 

of Education in order to sharply change and as a result vastly improve schools throughout 

Greece. The first goal was to reform higher education and it happened by the law 

3549/2007 (FEK 69/20.3.2007). Then ESYP wants to move onto secondary education 

and to change the admissions process from secondary to higher education and finally we 

hope to fix our primary schools. ESYP will continue to engage the community as it 

proposes reforms for it knows that the best ideas will be those that have been discussed 

and debated through a rigorous, constant and diverse dialogue.  
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If you would like more information about ESYP please feel free to contact us. 

Telephone / Fax: +30 2103232010 

Address: 56 Syngrou Street (3th Floor) P.O. 117 42 Athens, Greece 

Email: esyp@otenet.gr 

Website: www.ypepth.gr/esyp 
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