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Looking back (programme name givers)
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World tertiary student population 1900-2005million

1950: 
USA: 2.7
EU: 1.0

China 0.1

2005: 
USA: 17.5
EU: 18.5

China: 21.3
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Those parents that attended university send their children 
to university and those that didn’t.

Global trends



New studies

• National Geographic 
study, correct answers

• Germany 55% 
• Sweden  40%
• Italy  37%
• UK 28%
• Japan  27%
• France  25%
• Canada 21%
• USA 17 %
• Mexico 12 %

http://www.google.de/imgres?imgurl=http://chapkaleblog.files.wordpress.com/2010/09/shanghai1.jpg&imgrefurl=http://chapkaleblog.wordpress.com/2010/09/30/j-31-avant-le-grand-final-de-shanghai/&usg=__ymwZSyZYofdJ-6ubN0TSFF17LHM=&h=882&w=1226&sz=154&hl=fr&start=3&zoom=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=LAt9X-smTEj3OM:&tbnh=108&tbnw=150&prev=/search%3Fq%3Dshanghai%26um%3D1%26hl%3Dfr%26sa%3DN%26biw%3D1233%26bih%3D810%26tbm%3Disch&ei=NTTETZPhKtH1sgbVgo3EDw�
http://www.oecd.org/home/0,2605,en_2649_201185_1_1_1_1_1,00.html�
http://www.iea.nl/�
http://www.google.de/imgres?imgurl=http://enews.ksu.edu.sa/wp-content/uploads/2010/08/ARWU.jpg&imgrefurl=http://enews.ksu.edu.sa/2010/08/16/shanghai-rankings/&usg=___68V0WAvMW90gHe_nc0IRle5_PU=&h=169&w=180&sz=12&hl=fr&start=7&zoom=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=tGovOgcALoez1M:&tbnh=95&tbnw=101&prev=/search%3Fq%3Dshanghai%252Barwu%26um%3D1%26hl%3Dfr%26sa%3DG%26biw%3D1233%26bih%3D810%26tbm%3Disch&ei=mzXETYDLB42FswbGgK3RDw�
http://www.google.de/imgres?imgurl=http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_sjucU1-iOuQ/TOu12O5msmI/AAAAAAAAA6U/wHAVg-XHeyM/s1600/logo_national_geo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://fashion-london-life.blogspot.com/2010/11/national-geographic-concours-photo-2010.html&usg=__TOsg56GP-hqlApkZi1TXuPSed9I=&h=354&w=488&sz=22&hl=fr&start=1&zoom=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=1eVb2x6DzetcVM:&tbnh=94&tbnw=130&prev=/search%3Fq%3Dnational%252Bgeographic%26um%3D1%26hl%3Dfr%26sa%3DG%26biw%3D1233%26bih%3D810%26tbm%3Disch&ei=TTbETZyTOITIsgbv_cyXDw�


Spending on education

Public spending (2007)
• EU: 5%of GDP , 600 billion Euro
• US: ca. 5%, Japan: < 4%
• Highest: Denmark: nearly 8%,
• Lowest Slovakia, Greece, Romania: ca. 4% 
• Private Spending
• EU: over 2% des BIP, 240 billion Euro, of which 

private households 50 bn (1 € per day) 
• Entreprises 190 bn Euro
• USA: 3%, >300 bn

There is one thing that costs more than education: the lack of it. 
John F. Kennedy



Returns to education

• 7% of people employed in education sector, 
• ca. 7% of GDP spent on education (public 5%, private 2%)

EU-LFS data
2007

Lower sec Upper sec Tertiary

unemployed 9.2% 6.0% 3.6%

Employment 
rate 55-64

36% 47% 65%

LLL 
participation

4% 9% 18%



From Lisbon to Europe 2020

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

March 
2000: Most 
competitive 
knowledge 
based 
economy in 
the world 
with better 
jobs and 
more social 
inclusion

March 
2010:
Smart, 
sustainable 
and 
inclusive 
growth

Reference years for 
latest data available 
in 2010 (PISA, 
LFS: 2009, UOE: 
2008)

March 
2002:
Barcelona 
European 
Council with 
goals for 
RTD, 
languages, 
pre-school

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Justus_Lipsius_South_2.jpg�
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5 (old) education benchmarks: Evolution since 2000

 Only one of 5 benchmarks reached (MST graduates)

 Progress in all other areas, but not enough to reach goals

Progress towards meeting the 5 benchmarks (EU average), 2000-2009
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http://www.freefoto.com/preview.jsp?id=21-33-67&k=Green+Traffic+Lights�


5 (old) education benchmarks: Progress in EU 27

5 old benchmarks Benchmark EU EU

2010 2000 latest
Low achievers 
reading, %

-20 (to 17.0) 21.3 20.0

Early school 
leavers, %

10 17.6 14.4

Upper secondary, 
%

85 76.6 78.6

MST graduates 
(% growth)

+15 Female share
2000/2008

30.7/32.6

Growth 2000-2008

+37.2

Lifelong learning, 
%

12.5 8.5 (2003) 9.3
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Four overall strategic objectives
1. Making LLL and mobility a reality
2. Improving quality and efficiency of education and 

training
3. Promoting equity, social cohesion and active citizenship
4. Enhancing creativity and innovation

Education and Training 2020



Council Conclusion of May 2009 on new benchmarks

5 Reference levels of European performance (‘European benchmarks’) 
Based on existing ones
- Low achievers in basic skills (in reading, maths and science, max. 15% 
- Adult lifelong learning participation: 15% (previously: 12.5%)
- Early school leavers (10%, same as before)
New
- Pre-primary participation: 95% of children between 4 years old and the 
age for starting compulsory education (before 90% target for 4 year olds)
-Tertiary level attainment at least: 40% of age group 30-34 (instead of 45%)

Commission to work further on following areas
- Employability ( submit proposal by end 2010)
- Mobility (submit proposal by end 2010) 
- Language learning (submit proposal by end 2012)

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/App/NewsRoom/galleryViewer.aspx?command=PIC&pic=10&bid=92&lang=EN&rubrique=1195&dateEvent=11/05/2009&id=818&picid=8e20fc64-ec98-40ae-8a59-4b37fba2128b�


5 new education benchmarks: Evolution since 2000

 Pre-primary (EU: 85.6%/ 92.3%) good progress

 Tertiary: good progress (EU: 22.4%/32.3%)

 Early school leavers: on track

 Low achievers first decline, then improvement in performance

 Adult lifelong learning: decline in performance since 2005
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http://www.freefoto.com/preview.jsp?id=21-33-67&k=Green+Traffic+Lights�
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• Concentrating the responsibilities 
for Equity (Special needs 
education, Migrants, Gender 
issues, Roma etc.) in a new Unit:

• DG EAC Unit A.2: Equal 
opportunities and social inclusion

DG Education and Culture

http://passages.ebbs.net/fiches/madouen.htm�


Percentage of 
pupils with 

SEN in 
segregated 

settings of total 
pupils in 

compulsory 
education

(2009)

Source: 2010 draft 
progress report
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Europe 2020 Strategy

 75 % of the population aged 20-64 should be employed.

 3% of the EU's GDP should be invested in R&D.

 The "20/20/20" climate/energy targets should be met.

The share of early school leavers (18-24) should be under 10% and 
at least 40% of 30-34 year olds should have tertiary attainment.

 20 million less people should be at risk of poverty.

Education among the 5 quantitative targets
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Early school leavers

 Continuous progress in reducing share of early school leavers 

 However, reaching 10% goal still ambitious
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Early school leavers

 6 countries already 
below the 2020 10% 
target.

Lowest levels (< 6%) : 
Poland, Slovenia, Czech 
Republic

 Highest levels (> 30%): 
Malta, Portugal, Spain
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Early school leavers

 High early school leaving rates of certain socio-demographic 

 Early school leaving rate of migrants (27%) twice as high as for nationals

 Rate for males 4 percentage points higher than for females

Natives Migrants
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Tertiary attainment

 Continuous progress of tertiary attainment since 2000 in the EU
 Tertiary attainment of 30-34 year olds 2000: 22%, 2009:32%
 30-34 year olds in 2020 are 20-24 year old today

20

22

24

26

28

30

32

34

36

38

40

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

EU benchmark

Tertairy attainment of 30-34 year olds



21

Tertiary attainment
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 However, tertiary attainment rates of young adults in the EU (32%)
are still low compared to the US (40%) and Japan (50%).
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Tertiary attainment

 Wide range of results between 
Member States. 

 8 Member states already 
above 40% target

 Highest performance (> 45%) 
Cyprus, Denmark, Ireland, 
Finland

 Lowest performance: Czech 
republic, Slovakia, Romania (but 
strong progress).
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Research and analysis to improve understanding

Credibility of 
data: 
fact or fiction

Comparability
of systems: 
apples/oranges

Cause and 
effect: first 
chicken or 
egg
Correlation:
covariation or 
causality

Change over 
time: trend or 
stat. noise

Impact: time 
lags or lack 
of elasticity

Skills: 
nature or 
nurture

Degrees:
Signalling/ 
own value

There are unknown unknowns, things we don’t know we don’t know. D. Rumsfeld

http://www.google.de/imgres?imgurl=http://scienceblogs.com/gregladen/chicken.jpg&imgrefurl=http://scienceblogs.com/gregladen/2008/02/the_origin_of_the_chicken.php&h=675&w=450&sz=41&tbnid=SMtz1NR7mrN01M::&tbnh=138&tbnw=92&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dchicken%252Bpicture&hl=de&usg=__FGp1okvavSPbNxz7Xd8p1_GskpQ=&ei=AL-qSarXL8G1-AbN58VO&sa=X&oi=image_result&resnum=2&ct=image&cd=1�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Alice_par_John_Tenniel_30.png�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Universum.jpg�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Bellcurve.svg�
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/de/a/a1/Oeltanker_1.jpg�
http://images.google.de/imgres?imgurl=http://www.dwphotoshop.com/photoshop/lighting/lighthouse2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.dwphotoshop.com/photoshop/lighthouse_lighting.php&usg=__ZmtSn-8kseTcLbUr9s_Aek7LwtQ=&h=400&w=600&sz=37&hl=de&start=4&um=1&tbnid=z6hD3ePMUEU-_M:&tbnh=90&tbnw=135&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dlighthouse%26hl%3Dde%26sa%3DG%26um%3D1�


Thank you for your attention !

The Commission Progress report with many statistical data and 
information on composite indicators is available on the website of 

DG Education & Culture
http://ec.europa.eu/education/lifelong-learning-

policy/doc2881_en.htm
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