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In the second semester of 2013, Lithu-
ania will assume the Presidency of the
Council of the European Union (herein-
after the EU) for the first time. The Presi-
dency places a great responsibility on
Lithuania and its public service. It is also
an opportunity to present the country,
strengthen links to Europe, and contrib-
ute to the well-being of all European
citizens.

Lithuania will focus the efforts on en-
hancing the EU's abilities to provide
adequate response to economic, fi-
nancial, social and energy challenges.
For this purpose, Lithuania will first of
all seek to carry out the obligations
already undertaken vis-a-vis the EU
citizens. The primary focus will be on
further strengthening the financial sta-
bility and competitiveness of Europe,
as well as the implementation of the
Growth Agenda. Further EU integration
and strengthening of the Single Mar-
ket, including energy, will bring new
opportunities to combat unemploy-
ment, in particular youth unemploy-

PART I. PRESIDENCY APPROACH

ment, and will make the European eco-
nomic and social model more solid. The
openness of the EU to new members,
neighbours and trade partners will not
only advance the EU economy, but will
also reaffirm the aims of the EU, i.e. to
develop a prosperous, peaceful, demo-
cratic, free and open Europe.

In the course of the Presidency, Lithu-
ania will act as an honest broker and
will cooperate with Member States and
the EU institutions. Active dialogue and
close partnership with the European
Parliament and the European Com-
mission is essential in order to ensure
the successful completion of the Presi-
dency tasks. Lithuania, having tackled
the economic and financial crisis with
determination, will be guided by the
same principles of efficiency and result-
orientation during its Presidency. To
ensure the continuity of the EU agenda
Lithuania will actively cooperate with
partners in the Trio (Ireland and Greece)
and will rely on the 18-month pro-
gramme of the Trio.
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PART II: A CREDIBLE, GROWING AND OPEN

EUROPE

The objectives of the Lithuanian Presidency
will be as follows:

e Credible Europe with a stable financial
sector and public finance and effective
growth oriented EU economic governance
and stronger social dimension,

e Growing Europe through greater invest-
ment into research and technological devel-
opment, deeper integration of the internal
market, as well as better employment op-
portunities and sustainable social security,

e Open Europe able to tackle global chal-
lenges effectively, promoting democratic
values, contributing to safe neighbourhood,
and actively protecting the rights of EU citi-
zens.

A. CREDIBLE EUROPE

2013 marks a cornerstone in dealing with
the consequences of the global financial
crisis. During the Presidency of the Council
of the EU, Lithuania will focus on ensuring
the right environment for long term and
sustainable growth in Europe. To achieve
this, we must further develop the competi-
tiveness of the Member States, continue re-
sponsible policies of public finance, conduct
the necessary structural reforms, and restore
the credibility of financial markets so that
conditions favourable to investment in the
economy can be provided for and restored.
On the path to recovery in the aftermath
of the global financial crisis, engaged in
strengthening institutions of the Economic

and Monetary Union, the EU has met some
extraordinary challenges for economic
growth and employment. Over the last few
years and particularly more recently, the EU
has taken some key decisions in terms of
economic and financial policy, which now
serve as a cornerstone for the economic and
social environment beneficial to economic
growth and ensuring financial stability.

A 1. Sustainable Finance

The EU has reached some key agreements
required for the further strengthening of
the Economic and Monetary Union. Stricter
monitoring of the fiscal policy of the Mem-
ber States, with guiding principles included
in the Intergovernmental Treaty effective
since 2012 and the second economic gov-
ernance package, will ensure the uniform
and sustainable implementation of finan-
cial policy throughout the EU. For Member
States facing financial difficulties, the scope
of application of the European Stability
Mechanism has been expanded. Together
with the efforts of the European Central
Bank in restoring the lending channels nec-
essary for the recovery of economies, these
timely steps have successfully prevented
the spread of the public debt crisis, and
have established the necessary conditions
for restoring confidence in public finance
throughout the EU.

Lithuania will seek to strengthen further this
restored confidence, and will also support
the enhanced integration of fragmented fi-
nancial market. In order to accomplish these
objectives, Lithuania will rely on the report



by the President of the European Council
“Towards a Genuine Economic and Mone-
tary Union’, and the “Blueprint for a deep and
genuine Economic and Monetary Union" by
the European Commission, as well as legisla-
tive initiatives by the European Commission,
and following up on the decisions taken by
the European Council in June 2013 on fur-
ther strengthening the Economic and Mon-
etary Union. Lithuania will pay attention to
the social dimension of the Economic and
Monetary Union. An informal discussion of
the Council will be held on this subject.
Lithuania will continue the work towards
establishment of the Banking Union. Once
the European Commission makes a pro-
posal on the Single Resolution Mechanism,
Lithuania will seek to ensure a smooth dis-
cussion of the proposal in order to reach an
agreement before the 2014 European Par-
liament elections.

A 2.Better Economic Governance

The global financial crisis has revealed short-
falls in the EU economic governance, and
also certain inconsistencies in the competi-
tiveness of Member States. This has served
as an impetus to strengthen the surveillance
of the Member States public finances and
monitoring of macroeconomic imbalances
by adopting the respective legislative pack-
ages referred to as the ‘six-pack’ and the
‘two-pack’instruments. Despite the sudden
recession and consequent social challenges,
the Member States have stepped up their
responsibility to citizens and their obliga-
tions to continue with the structural reforms.
During the Presidency, Lithuania will seek to
ensure a favourable environment for the
implementation of key social and economic
reforms within the Member States.

The Presidency will focus on the smooth
and effective implementation of the newly
agreed rules on the stronger ex-ante bud-
getary monitoring process of the euro area
Member States. Lithuania will also seek to
ensure the smooth application of provisions
contained in the Stability and Growth Pact.
Attention will also be dedicated to pro-
cesses of the transposition of the Treaty on
Stability, Coordination and Governance into
national systems.

Within the context of the European Semes-
ter, and taking into account the current con-
sultations with the Member States on com-
munications by the European Commission
concerning ex-ante coordination of major
economic reforms and the instrument on
convergence and competitiveness, Lithu-
ania will ensure a follow-up discussion on
these issues, according to the decisions by
the June 2013 European Council..

A 3. Fight Against Tax Evasion

and Fraud

In the period of fiscal consolidation, com-
bating tax fraud and tax evasion will be
treated as a particular priority. Unless the EU
acts in concert and in a coordinated man-
ner, it will be difficult to achieve tangible re-
sults in this field. According to the estimates
of the European Commission, the budgets
of the EU Member States lose some EUR 1
billion in proceeds that could otherwise be
allocated for the implementation of struc-
tural reforms.

Lithuania will, taking into account the po-
litical guidelines of the European Council
of 2013, continue the work in the field of
combating tax fraud and tax evasion, with
particular focus placed on expanding the
automatic exchange of tax information.
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Lithuania will also duly consider protecting
the financial interests of the EU, including
the fight against fraud, using the instru-
ments available in criminal law.

A 4. Citizens’ Europe

2013 is the European Year of Citizens, dedi-
cated to raise awareness and knowledge
about the rights and duties related to EU
citizenship, so that EU citizens can fully ex-
ercise their rights to move and settle freely
within EU, as well as benefit from other op-
portunities granted by EU citizenship. This
year marks the 20th anniversary of the EU
citizenship, as well as the entry into force of
the Maastricht Treaty. This is an opportunity
to assess the achievements of the Union
and to draw further guidelines in the chang-
ing European area of freedom, security and
justice. The Lithuanian Presidency will con-
tinue the work in the field of Justice and
Home Affairs and focus on strengthening
the protection of fundamental rights, raising
public awareness (especially among youth)
of shared EU values, supporting the agenda
for growth, strengthening common area for
effective judicial cooperation, and highlight-
ing the interests of citizens and ensuring
their safety.

To highlight the European Year of Citizens,
Vilnius will host an International Conference
on 12-13 December 2013.

B. GROWING EUROPE

Despite the fact that economies of the
Member States have undergone structural
transformation and gradual restoration of
lost competitiveness, the consequences
of the financial crisis are still very tangible.
This is especially true for the social situation
which remains complicated in the Member

States, given higher unemployment and
slow economic recovery. These challenges
can be tackled gradually through the estab-
lishment of a competitive internal market,
setting socially responsible and environ-
mentally friendly conditions with the clear
strategy of attracting investment into re-
search, development of technologies, green
economy and labour-intensive areas.

In order to progress in these fields, Lithuania
will rely on the Europe 2020 strategy and
the European semester, and will make sure
attention is given to the implementation of
the Compact for Growth and Jobs.

B 1. Focus on the Future

In February 2013, the European Council
reached political agreement on the future
and growth orientated Multiannual Fi-
nancial Framework (MFF) 2014-2020. This
agreement foresees increased funding for
competitiveness and employment, in par-
ticular for research, youth education and
employment, as well as the development of
transport, energy and telecommunications
networks.

Lithuania will make targeted efforts to com-
plete the legislative process and ensure that
the package of EU financial programmes
under MFF, including some 70 pieces of
draft legislation, can be adopted in time, i.e.
by 1 January 2014. The Presidency will also
adopt the first annual EU budget for 2014.
The budget will serve as a starting point for
the implementation of new programmes.

B 2. Digital Agenda, Research and
Innovation

In the context of the mid-term review of the
Digital Agenda, the public support, accep-
tance and confidence in new technologies



play a particularly important role. So does
the security of networks and information. In
this context, the establishment of a single
EU digital market and agreement on initia-
tives such as electronic identification and
trust services for electronic transactions in
the internal market and the Guidelines for
trans-European telecommunication net-
works gain special significance.

Lithuania will dedicate adequate attention
to the implementation of initiatives seeking
the establishment of an operational com-
mon market for knowledge, research and in-
novation, as well as career opportunities for
scientists and the international dimension
of science, technologies and innovation.
Once the report on progress in the Euro-
pean research area is presented, the Council
will have the opportunity to discuss these
matters. Lithuania will seek to ensure that
the Horizon 2020 programme involving the
European Institute of Innovation and Tech-
nology and the Euratom programme are
implemented starting early 2014.

Lithuania will contribute to the preparation
of the meeting of the European Council that
will discuss the digital agenda, strength-
ening of research and innovation policy,
scheduled for October 2013. This meeting
will provide an opportunity to consider
ways of developing a new telecommunica-
tions market, and will focus on new services,
cyber security and deployment of digital
and broadband infrastructure, as well as
other matters to ensure that a common EU
digital market is developed by 2015. Lithu-
ania will continue the implementation of
other model initiatives regarding the digital
agenda and innovations, and will run wider
discussions on these topics. On 6-8 Novem-
ber 2013 Lithuania will, together with the

European Commission, host the ICT 2013
international conference in Vilnius, which
will debate the development opportuni-
ties for digital technologies and innovation
throughout the EU.

B 3. Effective Single Market

An effective EU Single Market is a prerequi-
site for economic growth and employment.
Lithuania will seek the implementation of
adopted measures on effective functioning
of the internal market, especially as regards
the Services Directive, and will seek to en-
sure that an agreement is reached on Single
Market Act | measures. In this respect Lithu-
ania will seek an agreement regarding the
Regulation on electronic identification and
trust services for electronic transactions in
the internal market, dedicated to increasing
trust and providing better access to elec-
tronic verification services in the internal
market; regarding the Posted Workers Di-
rective, dedicated to establishment of fun-
damental rights allowing for the minimum
protection of workers. An agreement on the
Connecting Europe Facility and Guidelines
for trans-European telecommunication net-
works would ensure the development and
funding of infrastructure for transport, en-
ergy and telecommunications.

Lithuania will seek progress in discussions
on priority action measures in twelve prior-
ity areas of the Single Market Act Il, with spe-
cial emphasis put on proposals on Product
Safety and Market Surveillance Regulations,
on electronic invoicing in public procure-
ment, and on reducing the cost of deploy-
ing broadband communications. These
initiatives aim to enhance the consumer
confidence in the internal market, cut the
operating costs of companies, including
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small companies, and enhance the efficien-
cy of the development of electronic com-
munications infrastructure.

Lithuania will seek to provide a more favour-
able environment for small and medium
enterprises, taking into account the issues
of application of the mutual recognition
principle, as well as the implementation of
recommendations in line with the ten prin-
ciples included in the Small Business Act.
Due attention will also be given to issues
aimed to reduce regulatory burdens.

B 4. Internal Energy Market

Once established, the internal energy mar-
ket will provide a significant impulse for an
effective Single Market and the entire EU
economy.

The EU has set an objective to establish
the internal energy market by 2014, and
eliminate the energy isolation of certain
Member States by 2015. Therefore, acting
in concert with the European Commission
and the Member States, Lithuania will seek
to strengthen implementation of the com-
mitments by the Member States in this field,
with particular focus placed on the Third
Energy Package and issues of market de-
sign, infrastructure and renewable energy
resources. In November 2013, Lithuania will
host a high-level conference, concentrating
on relevant issues in developing modern EU
energy infrastructure, and discussing the
first list of energy projects of common inter-
est.

Lithuania will seek progress in strengthen-
ing the external dimension of the EU en-
ergy policy. In view of the discussions in
the Council and the report to be delivered
by the European Commission, Lithuania will
aim to review the 2011 Council conclusions

on this subject.

Lithuania will pay special attention to the
implementation of decisions taken by the
European Council in February 2011 and May
2013, and will draft a Presidency report on
this issue.

B 5. Promotion of Saocial Cohesion

The economic and financial crisis has
brought about some severe social conse-
quences. Youth unemployment has reached
record heights and has caused some fur-
ther tensions in the societies of European
countries. This demonstrates the need for
enhanced social policy and for taking im-
mediate and active measures to encourage
employment.

Taking into account the ever more acute
consequences of long-term unemployment
and growing social exclusion, youth em-
ployment will be a priority for the Presiden-
cy Lithuania will take every step required for
the implementation of the youth employ-
ment package, with a special focus on im-
plementation of the Youth Guarantee Initia-
tive and encouragement of apprenticeships.
With regard to the promotion of sustainable
growth and the reduction of social exclusion,
Lithuania will encourage the implementa-
tion of the Social Investment Package, with
a special emphasis on investment in chil-
dren. Lithuania will organize discussions on
this subject in the Council. Better protection
of worker rights, including the protection of
migrant workers, will also be included in the
list of priorities of the Presidency.

B 6. Sustainable Growth

Short-term measures to increase the com-
petitiveness of the EU economy must be
developed with due regard to long term



competitiveness perspective. This is feasible
through a greener economy, renewable
energy and better use of natural resources,
allowing the safeguarding of growth poten-
tial in the future. The Lithuanian Presidency
will pay due attention to climate change
and the integration of the principles of envi-
ronmental protection into other fields of EU
policy to ensure a more favourable environ-
ment for growth in the future.

The Lithuanian Presidency expects to take
up and complete ongoing negotiations re-
garding transit measures for the Common
Agricultural Policy, and to initiate a review
of information and promotion measures of
agricultural products, and the organisation
of the fruit and vegetable sector market. In
the field of the Common Fisheries Policy,
Lithuania will continue to work in order to
prepare for the implementation of the Com-
mon Fisheries Policy reform, which will be
important to ensure sustainable fisheries in
the long term. Lithuania will also seek politi-
cal agreement regarding fisheries opportu-
nities in 2014, which is balanced in both the
economic and environmental terms.

B 7. Europe of Macro-regions

The Lithuanian Presidency will focus on the
regional dimension of sustainable growth.
By end of June 2013 the European Com-
mission is expected to publish the overall
assessment of macro-regional strategies.
On this basis and taking into account the
best practice of the implementation of Bal-
tic Sea Region and Danube macro-regional
strategies and the lessons learned from
these strategies, Lithuania will continue the
debate regarding further measures for ef-
fective implementation of macro-regional
strategies. Particular attention will be given

to the coordination and synergy of respec-
tive EU policies, aiming at better results
in various policy fields, by encouraging
the growth of regional economies, and by
creating further impetus for the increased
competitiveness of the EU internal market,
as well as by improving the environmental
situation.

On 11-12 November 2013, Vilnius will host
the 4th Annual Forum on the EU Strategy for
the Baltic Sea Region, where the implemen-
tation of the Strategy will be discussed with
partners, with a particular focus on environ-
mental protection.

C. OPEN EUROPE

EU competitiveness, sustainable economic
growth and jobs will be safeguarded, pro-
vided that EU citizens feel safe, and that the
EU institutions remain active in their pro-
tection of fundamental human rights both
within the EU and abroad. For this purpose,
the EU, acting through concerted effort of
the Presidency and EU institutions, has to
promote further democratic principles in
the neighbourhood, ensure regional stabil-
ity, openness for trade, promote interper-
sonal contacts and development aid, and
together with international partners tackle
global challenges.

C 1. Safe European Neighbourhood

EU security is influenced by the processes
taking place in its neighbourhood. The EU
supports the political, economic and so-
cial reforms taking place in the Eastern and
Southern neighbourhood countries, and is
strengthening relations with these coun-
tries, thereby contributing to the establish-
ment of a safe neighbourhood offering new
opportunities.
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On 28-29 November 2013, Vilnius will host
the third Eastern Partnership Summit which
is expected to mark progress in political as-
sociation and economic integration with
Eastern Partnership countries by finalizing
association agreements including the estab-
lishment of Deep and Comprehensive Free
Trade Area. The Summit will be an opportu-
nity to welcome partners’ achievements in
visa liberalisation plans, to discuss further
opportunities for sectorial cooperation, and
to enhance the multilateral dimension of
the Eastern Partnership. The Summit is also
expected to set out new strategic guidelines
for the implementation of the Eastern Part-
nership policy.

Regarding the Southern neighbourhood,
Lithuania will support the EU focus on more
effective implementation of the European
Neighbourhood Policy aiming at promot-
ing democracy and inclusive and sustain-
able growth, based on promotion of human
rights, especially the equal rights and free-
doms of women, as well as closer coopera-
tion with civil society.

C 2. Enlargement Agenda

The start of the Lithuanian Presidency is
marked by the accession of the Republic of
Croatia- the 28th Member State.

EU enlargement policy is based on the firm
and clear implementation of the EU mem-
bership criteria by the EU candidate coun-
tries. This principle is key for further ne-
gotiations regarding the EU membership
of Turkey and Montenegro, and to ensure
European perspective for the remaining
countries of the Western Balkans.

During the Lithuanian Presidency, EU
Council will set EU Enlargement policy
guidelines for 2014, where Lithuania will

seek to ensure continuous enlargement
process based on principles of own merits
and clear conditionality.

C 3. Trade for Growth

External trade has to make a significant con-
tribution to EU economic growth and job
creation. For this purpose, the Presidency
will strive to take forward broad and ambi-
tious EU external trade agenda, focusing on
free, fair and open trade, driven in a spirit of
reciprocity and mutual benefit.

In development of bilateral trade relations
particular focus will be given, first of all, to
further deepening of economic and trade
relations with the European Neighbourhood
Policy countries, including the steps neces-
sary for the immediate establishment of a
deep and comprehensive free trade area
with Ukraine, Moldova, Georgia and Arme-
nia, and secondly, to free trade negotiations
with the US and Japan, as well as to further
improvement of trade and investment con-
ditions with China and Russia. In parallel, ef-
forts will be made to ensure the long-term
EU's strategic objective to strengthen the
rules-based multilateral trading system as
well as to create the appropriate legal envi-
ronment for the EU business.

C 4. Effective Management of External
Borders

Seeking to be both open and at the same
time provide security for its citizens, the EU
must ensure the effective management of
its external borders. Lithuania will strive to
achieve further progress in discussing the
“Smart Borders” package, encompassing the
establishment of the Entry / Exit System, as
well as the Registered Travellers Programme.
Based on the latest technologies, this will



allow to ensure and continue the effective
management of the EU's external borders
and strengthen the security of the EU and its
citizens, to improve the monitoring of bor-
der crossings, speed up and facilitate border
control procedures for citizens of third coun-
tries frequently travelling to the EU.

In the field of the fight against smuggling,
Lithuania will rely on the communication by
the European Commission “Stepping up the
fight against cigarette smuggling and other
forms of illicit trade in tobacco products - a
comprehensive EU Strategy’, and support its
implementation. For that purpose, Lithuania
will strive to adopt Council conclusions.

C 5. Global European Leadership

In the light of global economic, demograph-
ic and climate changes, the role of the EU in
the global world also changes. Having laid
down foundations for the management of
the financial and economic crisis, the EU
is ready to take on leadership in protect-
ing human rights, principles of democracy,
ensuring regional stability, and seeking to
combat the consequences of global warm-

ing. In the field of development and hu-
manitarian aid, Lithuania will continue the
work on the establishment of an overarch-
ing post-2015 agenda, will seek agreement
on a new action plan for European humani-
tarian aid, and will take steps to prepare for
the implementation of the 11th European
Development Fund.

Lithuania will support the further develop-
ment and strengthening of the Common
Security and Defence Policy. In December
2013, the European Council is expected to
discuss security and defence issues, seeking
to provide consistent strengthening of the
EU's role in the assurance of security, both
regarding its members and internation-
ally. Lithuania will encourage dialogue and
practical cooperation with the EU's Eastern
Partners, contribute to the development of
the EU ability to respond to new security
challenges in the field of energy, cyber and
maritime security, as well as strengthening
practical EU and NATO cooperation and
transatlantic relations, and enhancing the
efficiency of EU battle groups and EU mis-
sions and operations.
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PART III: AGENDA OF THE PRESIDENCY ACROSS
COUNCIL CONFIGURATIONS
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A. GENERAL AFFAIRS

The General Affairs Council coordinates preparation for the meetings of the European Council,
discusses its conclusions, monitors their implementation and undertakes other related activi-
ties. The Council examines documents with a horizontal impact on multiple policies of the EU,
e.g. enlargement of the EU, the Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF), institutional and ad-

ministrative issues.

A 1. Multiannual Financial Framework
Finalization of MFF-related legislative frame-
work will be at the core of General Affairs
Council agenda.

The Lithuanian Presidency will seek to en-
sure that the Council and the European Par-
liament reach a timely agreement regarding
all measures, programmes and funds includ-
ed in the MFF. For that purpose, Lithuania,
in cooperation with the EU institutions and
the Trio partners, will continue discussions
with the European Parliament regarding
specific legislation implementing the MFF
2014-2020, so that it enters into force on 1
January 2014.

When drafting the agreement regarding
procedural provisions and measures to be
funded by financial programmes, effort
will be made to ensure better access to the
programmes, better flexibility and result
orientation, i.e. economic growth and job
creation by improving competitiveness and
promoting employment, developing Euro-
pean infrastructure networks, strengthening
economic, social and territorial cohesion,
strengthening sustainable growth and use
of natural resources, improving the security
of European citizens, strengthening the Eu-
ropean role in the world, and guaranteeing
that EU institutions provide due services to
citizens.

A 2. Cohesion Policy

The Cohesion policy of the Union contrib-
utes to reducing economic, social and ter-
ritorial differences among the EU regions,
and simultaneously has a positive effect
on economic growth and employment
throughout the EU. The reformed cohesion
policy will ensure a more efficient and result
orientated use of available resources, while
implementation of regional priorities will
contribute to the objectives of the Europe
2020 strategy.

The Presidency will continue negotiations
with the European Parliament on Cohesion
Policy Regulations for the new period, aim-
ing for their adoption and entry into force
as early as possible before the end of 2013.
The informal meeting of ministers in charge
of Cohesion policy, scheduled for Novem-
ber 2013, will be an opportunity to reflect
on the state of play as regards preparations
for the implementation of the new period
programmes.

Lithuanian Presidency will also work to
ensure that a timely decision is taken con-
cerning the proposal by the European
Commission regarding the amendment of
the General Regulation for the period of
2007-2013, in order to provide for certain
measures for the Member States experienc-
ing serious difficulties in relation to the eco-
nomic and financial crisis..



A 3. European semester

The Presidency will start the fourth Euro-
pean semester, ie. coordination cycle of
the economic policy of the Member States.
Once the European Commission presents
the annual growth survey in November
2013, Lithuania will organise its presentation
in different Council configurations with the
most direct connection to the coordination
of economic policy (The Competitiveness,
the Economic and Financial Affairs and the
Employment, Social Policy, Health and Con-
sumer Affairs), as well as the General Affairs
Council, which coordinates preparation for
the European Council and will discuss les-
sons learned during the European semester
of 2013.

In cooperation with the EU institutions,
Lithuania will continue discussions on en-
hanced economic governance via the Eu-
ropean semester, ie. regarding monitoring
the implementation of specific recommen-
dations made to the Member States. The
monitoring will include specific steps to
eliminate macroeconomic imbalances and
lack of competitiveness, and will establish
binding contractual obligations as well as
financial incentives for reforms promoting
growth and employment.

A 4. Macro-regional Strategies

Based on the report by the European Com-
mission regarding the added value of mac-
ro-regional strategies, as well as the results
of implementation of the Baltic Sea and
Danube regional strategies, Lithuania will
propose the adoption of Council conclu-
sions regarding the added value of macro-
regional strategies, emphasising the ele-
ments of the added value and proposing
actions leading to the further strengthen-
ing of regional and thematic role of these

strategies.

On 11-12 November 2013 Lithuania, in
close cooperation with the European Com-
mission, will host the 4th Annual Forum of
the Baltic Sea Region Strategy, dedicated to
discuss the implementation of objectivesin
environmental protection. The participants
of the Forum will include the representa-
tives of the Member States implementing
the Strategy, EU institutions, priority area
coordinators, non-governmental organisa-
tions, business and regions.

A 5. Outermost Regions

The Lithuanian Presidency will seek to
amend the respective legislation in force,
in order to include provisions regarding
the application of the transitory period for
the Mayotte region, which under the deci-
sion of the European Council of the 11 July
2012, from 1 January 2014 will become the
outermost region of the EU. Furthermore,
once the European Commission adopts leg-
islative proposals, the issue of extending the
application of certain tax exemptions appli-
cable to the respective outermost regions
will be examined.

A 6. Enlargement

The start of the Lithuanian Presidency is
marked by the accession of the Republic of
Croatia- the 28th Member State. This event is
a further proof of the strong commitment of
the EU to continue the enlargement process
based on agreed principles.

The Presidency will seek the continuous im-
plementation of the EU enlargement policy,
which is based on firm obligations, con-
ditionality, clear communication, and the
ability of the EU to integrate new members.
Each candidate country is assessed individu-
ally and solely on the basis of its progress.
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Lithuania will ensure the continuity of nego-
tiations with Montenegro and Turkey, and
continue the development of the European
perspective for the Western Balkans.

Further progress in negotiations with Mon-
tenegro will depend on the progress made
by the candidate country in implementing
requirements in the negotiation chapters
on judiciary and fundamental rights, as well
as justice, freedom and security, which will
be assessed by the European Commission.
Based on the progress made by Montenegro
in implementing the action plans, Lithuania
will seek to open the chapters on judiciary
and fundamental rights, as well as justice,
freedom and security.

Lithuania will support the further negotia-
tion process with Turkey, and will seek to re-
tain the momentum of membership nego-
tiations and to take further steps to reinforce
the cooperation of the EU and Turkey in
other fields of negotiations.

The Presidency will seek the implementa-
tion of the Council decision of June 2013
regarding the opening of EU membership
negotiations with Serbia, as well as negotia-
tions with Kosovo on the Stabilisation and
Association Agreement.

Lithuania will aim at agreement regarding
the opening of accession negotiations with
the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia
(FYROM), and will take steps to advance the
European perspective of Bosnia and Herze-
govina. A decision to grant the EU candidate
status to Albania depends on her progress
in implementing internal reforms, including
a positive assessment of the conduct of the
parliamentary elections held in June, 2013.
On the basis of the progress made by the
candidate countries and proposals by the
European Commission regarding further
steps, Lithuania in cooperation with the
European Commission and the European

External Action Service, will make a proposal
to the Council to adopt conclusions regard-
ing the way forward of the European Union
enlargement process.

A 7. Institutional Issues

During the Lithuanian Presidency, the High
Representative of the Union for Foreign Af-
fairs and Security Policy will make proposals
on review of the organisation and activ-
ity of the European External Action Service,
and where necessary, submit proposals on
amendment of respective decisions by the
Council. The European External Action Ser-
vice should be an effective institution pro-
tecting the interests of EU Member States
and their citizens, providing timely and
effective response to security challenges,
both regional and global, and simultane-
ously strengthening the role of the EU at the
global level.

A 8. Integrated Maritime Policy

In order to implement objectives under the
Europe 2020 strategy, key issues included
in the Integrated Maritime Policy agenda of
the EU include the establishment of a mari-
time area planning system. Lithuania will
continue discussions on the proposal for a
Directive establishing a framework of spe-
cial maritime planning and coastal gover-
nance, and expects to see agreement within
the Council regarding a general approach.
Should these proposals be adopted, they
would allow for progress in implementing
the long-term strategy, expected to serve as
a basis for growth of the entire maritime sec-
tor (Blue Growth).

A 9. Nuclear Safety

Lithuania will start negotiations on the re-
view of the Nuclear Safety Directive. This
initiative is intended to strengthen the in-



dependence of the national regulatory au-
thorities, enhance transparency, improve
monitoring and peer-review mechanisms
with the view to ensure continuous im-
provement of nuclear safety in the EU.

The Presidency will also continue discus-
sions on the Council Regulation establish-
ing a Community system for registration of
carriers of radioactive materials and will seek

to agree on proposals related to the Multi-
annual Financial Framework 2014-2020.
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B. FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Foreign Affairs Council oversees and takes decisions in all fields of external activities of the
Union, including Common Foreign and Security Policy, foreign trade and development coop-
eration. In recent years, one of the priorities of the Council has been insuring the consistency of
external activities of the EU, closely cooperating with the European Commission, and making
better use of the available instruments. The Council is chaired by the High Representative of the
Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, while Presidency chairs the foreign trade part.

B 1. Common Security and Defence
Policy

The Common Security and Defence Policy
(CSDP) is an integral part of EU Common
Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP), and pres-
ents the key instrument in crisis manage-
ment. EU Member States ensure the military
and civil capabilities required for EU opera-
tional activities by implementing the CSDP.
2013 is an important year for the further de-
velopment of the CSDP. In close cooperation
with the President of the European Council,
the High Representative of the Union for
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, and the
European External Action Service (EEAS),
Lithuania will actively contribute to the
preparations for the discussion on security
and defence issues scheduled for the Euro-
pean Council in December 2013, thereby
seeking consistent strengthening of the EU
role in assuring EU Member States, and in-
ternational security

In the field of CSDP, Lithuania emphasizes
that the Union would ensure security in the
European neighbourhood, respond to new
security challenges, and, in cooperation
with its closest partners such as the NATO,
the UN and the US, become actively in-
volved in dealing with international crises.
During the course of the Presidency, Lithu-
ania will promote the strengthening of
dialogue and practical cooperation with the
EU's Eastern Partners in the field of CSDP in
order to develop mutually beneficial part-

nerships in the field of security and defence,
and involve the Eastern Partners in missions
and operations under CSDP. Lithuania will
emphasize the need to enhance the EU's
ability to provide an appropriate response
to any new security challenges, with focus
placed on energy security within the CSDP.
Lithuania will support the activities of the
European Defence Agency on military
green, particularly in regard to the search for
synergies with other EU policies.

Lithuania will also highlight the need to
strengthen practical EU and NATO coop-
eration and transatlantic dialogue, as well
as the need to enhance efficiency of the EU
Battle groups, missions and operations. Spe-
cial focus will be called on enhanced civil
and military cooperation, and further inte-
gration of border management aspects into
EU missions and operations.

B 2. European Neighbourhood Policy

One of the key priorities of the Lithuanian
Presidency is the development of EU rela-
tions with the Eastern Partnership countries,
and strengthening their political association
and economic integration with the EU. Lith-
uania will offer its full support to the Presi-
dent of the European Council, the European
Commission and the European External Ac-
tion Service to accomplish these objectives.
Political association and economic integra-
tion of the EU and the Eastern Partnership
countries offers mutual benefits and will



contribute to a wide range of political, eco-
nomic and social reforms in the partnership
countries. This will have a direct influence on
the development of trade links between the
EU and the Eastern Partners, promotion of
investment, and reduction of the number of
barriers to freedom of movement.

In cooperation with the President of the Eu-
ropean Council and the EU institutions, Lith-
uania will host the third Eastern Partnership
Summit on 28-29 November 2013 in Vilnius.
The meeting is expected to assess the prog-
ress of EU relations with the Eastern Part-
nership countries since the last Summit in
Warsaw in August 2011, and to draw further
guidelines for the implementation of the
Eastern Partnership policy.

Lithuania believes that the Summit in Vilnius
will create opportunities for both partner
countries and the EU. Key priorities in this
context include the signing of an associa-
tion agreement with Ukraine, including a
Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade part.
The realization of this objective will depend
on specific actions and progress made by
Ukraine. Lithuania will also seek to ensure
that negotiations on respective agreements
with Moldova, Georgia and Armenia are
completed before the Summit in Vilnius.
Tangible progress in negotiations with Azer-
baijan is expected.

Given that key Eastern Partnership objec-
tives include the promotion of freedom of
movement and people-to-people contacts,
Lithuania will seek progress in facilitating
and eventually liberalising the EU visa re-
gime with the Eastern Partners.

The Presidency will duly focus on the devel-
opment and strengthening of the multilat-
eral dimension of the Eastern Partnership.
It is the objective of Lithuania to see this
cooperation to expand beyond the limits

of the governmental sector — in addition to
the traditional Eastern Partnership business
forum and Conference for local and regional
authorities (CORLEAP). In October 2013,
Lithuania also plans to hold the first meet-
ing of the Eastern Partnership Youth forum.
Fields where multilateral work could be en-
hanced include closer sectorial cooperation.
In October 2013 Lithuania will host the first
Eastern Partnership Transport and Justice
and Home Affairs meetings.

The outcome of further development of the
EU relations with the Eastern Partners will
depend on individual goals and ambitions,
but in the first place on progress in imple-
menting a wide range of political, economic
and social reforms foreseen in the Associa-
tion agreements.

Lithuania will seek progress in the Council
in order to approve draft negotiation provi-
sions regarding the simplification of the visa
regime and readmission agreements with
some Southern Mediterranean countries,
in order to establish a dialogue with these
countries concentrating on migration, mo-
bility and security issues. This initiative will
offer support and encouragement to the
implementation of reforms in the South-
ern neighbourhood countries in order to
provide their citizens with greater mobility
opportunities with regard to the European
Union, and simultaneously deal with key is-
sues caused by migration flows.

B 3. Common Trade Policy

Trade policy plays an important role in pro-
moting economic growth and job creation.
In this field, the Presidency will seek to ensure
continuity of the EU external trade agenda, fo-
cusing on further trade liberalisation based on
mutual interests and benefits, strengthening
EU business ability to compete in the global
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economy, as well as promoting open, fair and
rules-based trade and investment relations.

a) EU Strategic Partners: US, Japan, China and
Russia

As far as negotiations on the bilateral compre-
hensive free trade agreements with strategic
partners, US and Japan, are concerned, ef-
forts will be made to achieve progress in the
areas of the key interests of the EU, including
the need to address regulatory and non-tariff
trade barriers.

In the context of further developing economic
relations with China, focus will be placed on
improving market access conditions in China as
well as on future negotiations on an ambitious
bilateral investment agreement, covering both
investment protection and market access.

In developing trade relations with Russia pri-
ority will be given to proper implementation
of Russia’s WTO commitments. If necessary
conditions are in place, continued efforts will
be made in seeking to advance bilateral ne-
gotiations on ambitious Trade and Investment
Chapter of the EU-Russia New Agreement.

b) European Neighbourhood Policy Countries

In relation to European Neighbourhood Policy,
due attention will be paid to both directions —
East and South.

Particular focus will be placed on the estab-
lishment of a free trade area with the Eastern
Partnership countries. The Eastern Partnership
Summit in Vilnius is expected to confirm the
conclusion of deep and comprehensive free
trade agreements (DCFTA) negotiations with
Moldova, Georgia and Armenia. The Presiden-
cy will also strive to complete the work, neces-
sary to prepare for the provisional application
of the DCFTA with Ukraine.

The Presidency will also aim at further deep-
ening trade and economic relations with the
Southern neighbourhood countries, accord-
ing to their level of preparedness..

¢) Canada, India, ASEAN, MERCOSUR, Coun-
tries of the African and Caribbean Region and
Other Countries

The Lithuanian Presidency will seek to achieve
progress in other on-going negotiations on free
trade agreements and on economic partner-
ship agreements, taking into account the readi-
ness of the partners to negotiate and their level
of ambition. Lithuania will also continue work-
ing on the procedures needed for signature of
the agreements with countries with which the
negotiations will be completed.

d) Multilateral Trade Negotiations

The Lithuanian Presidency will contribute
to the implementation of the EU strategic
trade policy objectives by strengthening the
multilateral rules-based global trade system.
In preparation for the World Trade Organi-
zation (WTO) Ninth Ministerial Conference
scheduled on 3-6 December 2013 in Bali, the
Presidency will continue working in order to
achieve partial results of the Doha Develop-
ment Agenda (DDA) negotiations, first of all
on trade facilitation and also on other aspects
of DDA on which sufficient progress could
be achieved. As part of strengthening of the
multilateral trade system, appropriate atten-
tion will be given to countries making prog-
ress in the accession process, expecting that
the Ninth Ministerial Conference will approve
the results of the WTO accession of individual
countries, as well as to the negotiations on the
review of the WTO Information Technology
Agreement, with a view to complete them by
the Ninth Ministerial Conference.

e) Improved Legal Environment in the Field of
External Trade

In the area of legislation, the Presidency will
closely work with EU Member States and the
European Parliament in order to create the
appropriate legal environment for the EU busi-
ness: the Presidency will seek for substantial



progress when considering the Regulation on
financial responsibility linked to investor-state
dispute settlement, as well as on the Regula-
tion on the enforcement of EU rights under
international trade agreements.

Seeking to ensure fair competition, due attention
will be given to the effectiveness of the trade de-
fence instruments (TDI). The work necessary for
the smooth implementation of the EU General
System of Preferences will also continue.

B 4. Relations with Western European
Countries

The Lithuanian Presidency will focus on the
further development of close relations with
Western European neighbours in order to
ensure homogeneity of the internal market
and will explore possibilities to extend coop-
eration in areas of common interest. Particular
attention will be paid to issues such as the
functioning of the Agreement on the Euro-
pean Economic Area as well as examining
possibilities for the improvement of the EU
institutional relations with Switzerland and
analysing perspectives for the closer integra-
tion of European countries of small territorial
dimension, namely Andorra, Monaco and San
Marino, with the EU. High importance will also
be given to issues related to financial contribu-
tions from the European Free Trade Associa-
tion countries, aimed at reducing economic
and social disparities within the enlarged EU.

B 5. Development

The Lithuanian Presidency will place particular
focus on the overarching post-2015 agenda,
and will seek to ensure adequate preparation
for the Special Event to follow up on efforts
made towards achieving the Millennium De-
velopment Goals, scheduled for September in
New York within the framework of the United
Nations General Assembly. The future agenda
must provide an integrated and complete

assessment of new issues related to climate
change, the changing demographic situa-
tion and human rights. Lithuania will seek to
ensure that in shaping the post-2015 agenda,
adequate attention is given to economic and
social reforms within the partner countries, us-
ing the transition experience of the EU Mem-
ber States.

Lithuania will seek to finish negotiations in the
Council regarding a new decision on the as-
sociation of the overseas countries and territo-
ries within the EU, and agree on implementing
and financial Regulations of the 11th Euro-
pean Development Fund (EDF) to define the
implementation and funding of the EDF from
2014 to 2020.

Lithuania will seek to reach a final agreement
with the European Parliament on the Regula-
tion for the Development Cooperation Instru-
ment, providing for the implementation of
development cooperation programmes in the
period 2014 to 2020.

B 6. Humanitarian Aid

The Presidency will continue discussions re-
garding the efficiency of the European hu-
manitarian aid policy, and the dissemination
of humanitarian principles both within and
outside the EU.

In order to implement the provisions of the
EU treaties, Lithuania will seek to ensure that
the Council completes coordination, and to-
gether with the European Parliament adopts
the Regulation on the European Voluntary
Humanitarian Aid Corps (EVHAC). The pro-
posal aims to establish a system of European
Voluntary Humanitarian Aid Corps, whereby
European volunteers would be entitled to
jointly contribute to the performance of the
EU humanitarian aid.
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C. ECONOMIC AND FINANCIAL AFFAIRS

The Economic and Financial Affairs Council examines issues on the coordination of economic
policy, fiscal monitoring of the public finances of Member States and the euro, financial and
capital markets, and economic relations with third countries as related to the policies of the
European Union. The Council together with the European Parliament approves the annual

budget of the European Union.

When chairing the Economic and Finan-
cial Affairs Council, Lithuania will seek to
strengthen confidence in the effectiveness
of EU financial policy and provide for an en-
vironment of sustainable economic and em-
ployment growth in the long term, as well as
ensure the financial stability of the euro area
and the entire EU.

Lithuania will continue the necessary work
to deal with problems caused by the eco-
nomic and financial crisis, and will seek to
ensure that the Council provides impetus
for the economic recovery of the EU and
further strengthening of the Economic and
Monetary Union.

In order to deal with key issues on EU fi-
nancial stability agenda and ensure further
strengthening of economic and financial
policy coordination, the Presidency will
focus on further discussions regarding
deepening of the Economic and Monetary
Union, general supervision and resolution
of the banks, as well as other areas of the
Regulation of financial services, effective
implementation of enhanced economic
governance, and fighting tax evasion and
tax fraud.

Given that the second package of Economic
Governance measures is already operation-
al, the euro area Member States will be in-
volved in the ex-ante budget review for the
first time in autumn of 2013. Lithuania will
seek to implement other necessary steps
contributing to the deepening of Economic

and Monetary Union that shall be agreed on
at the European Council scheduled in June
2013.

During the Lithuanian Presidency, efforts
will continue to review the implementation
of the European semester recommenda-
tions with respect to the Member States;
the Presidency will also seek to ensure ap-
propriate compliance with the provisions of
the Stability and Growth Pact, and will de-
vote attention to the implementation of the
Treaty on Stability, Coordination and Gover-
nance within the Economic and Monetary
Union.

C 1. EU Budget 2014

The Presidency will seek timely adoption of
the EU budget for 2014. It will be the first
annual budget under the new Multiannual
Financial Framework 2014-2020. In order to
adopt the budget, Lithuania will seek to co-
ordinate the various interests of the Mem-
ber States, and represent the view taken by
the Council in negotiations with the Euro-
pean Parliament. Timely adoption of the EU
budget for 2014 will ensure the resources
necessary for implementation of the EU pri-
orities in the fields of growth, employment,
competition and cohesion.

C 2. Strengthening the Economic and
Monetary Union

The economic and financial crisis has re-
vealed the weak aspects of the function-



ing Economic and Monetary Union; cor-
respondingly, a number of decisions have
been taken to strengthen the Economic
and Monetary Union in order to avoid or at
least reduce possible future threats. Further
strengthening of the Economic and Mon-
etary Union will be an important priority for
the Lithuanian Presidency as well. The report
by the President of the European Council
and European Commission's communica-
tions regarding further deepening of EMU
have already set guidelines for possible fur-
ther integration.

The Presidency will seek progress in dis-
cussions regarding concrete proposals on
strengthening the ex ante coordination of
major economic reforms among the Mem-
ber States, and the proposal to establish a
corresponding instrument of EU conver-
gence and competitiveness instrument that
would inter alia provide for financial incen-
tives to implement the agreed structural re-
forms in the Member States.

C 3. Banking Union

The Presidency will seek progress in estab-
lishing the Banking Union, by working on
proposals on Bank Recovery and Resolution,
Deposit Guarantee Schemes and Single Res-
olution Mechanism.

Lithuania will seek a final agreement with
the European Parliament regarding propos-
als on the Bank Recovery and Resolution and
Deposit Guarantee Schemes, which aims
at ensuring financial stability, protecting tax
payers from covering banks failures costs and
protecting depositors'assets.

In December 2012, the European Council
agreed on a roadmap for the completion
of the Economic and Monetary Union that
provides for the establishment of Single

Resolution Mechanism. The establishment of
a new mechanism is expected to provide a
common and consistent approach for resolv-
ing banks in those Member States participat-
ing in the mechanism. In summer 2013 the
European Commission will bring a proposal
on the Single Resolution Mechanism, while
Lithuania will seek to ensure an effective dis-
cussion on the proposal, and seek progress in
order to come to an agreement before the
elections of the European Parliamentin 2014.

C 4. Strengthening the Regulation
of Financial Markets

The Presidency will continue working on
strengthening the Regulation of financial
services.

Lithuania will seek a final agreement with
the European Parliament on the Directive
and Regulation on the Markets in Financial
Instruments to ensure effective and credible
market structures, take into account any lat-
est technological innovations, ensure better
market transparency, strengthen the protec-
tion of investors, and bring more powers to
the supervisory authorities to carry out ef-
fective market supervision.

Lithuania further expects to seek progress
in negotiations regarding the Regulation
on Central Securities Depositories, and in
reviewing the Laundering and Terrorist Fi-
nancing System that would implement the
recommendations by the Financial Action
Task Force at the EU level.

In the insurance field, Lithuania expects to re-
new negotiations concerning the Omnibus I
Directive that aims to grant operating powers
to new financial supervisory authorities, and
to provide for transitory periods of the imple-
mentation of the Solvency Il Directive.

Once the European Commission submits a
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proposal on structural bank reform that will
seek to reduce the excessive interconnect-
edness of extremely large banking groups,
facilitate the supervision of such groups and
reduce the possibility of resolving banking
issues using tax payers' money, Lithuania ex-
pects to initiate negotiations on the proposal.
The Presidency will seek progress in the Coun-
cil on negotiations regarding the proposal on
bank accounts that will facilitate bank account
switching and provide better transparency of
payment account fees for consumers.

C 5. Tax

In the area of tax, Lithuania will focus on is-
sues related to combating tax evasion and
tax fraud. For that purpose, Lithuania will ini-
tiate discussions on a new initiative by the
European Commission on the Directive of
administrative cooperation that is expected
to improve measures for automatic informa-
tion exchange by extending the automatic
exchange to new types of income. Lithu-
ania will further seek agreement on amend-
ments to the Directive on the taxation of
savings income.

Lithuania will also proceed with further ex-
amination of other measures combating tax
fraud, including possible solutions on the
question of double non-taxation caused by
mismatches in cases of hybrid structures.
Lithuania will seek progress on the rules
governing VAT treatment on vouchers, and
will continue discussions regarding the draft
Directives on common consolidated corpo-
rate tax base, financial transactions tax and
energy taxation.

C 6. Combating Smuggling and Other
Types of Illegal Trade
According to the European Commission, the

illegal tobacco trade, primarily the smug-
gling of cigarettes, accounts for a loss of ap-
proximately EUR 10 billion in unpaid taxes
and custom duties, forfeited by the Member
States that otherwise could have been used
for public needs. This is how proceeds fail to
reach national budgets, the shadow economy
grows, legitimate business suffers, and human
health is put at risk.

In the field of fighting smuggling, Lithu-
ania will support the measures under the
communication by the European Commis-
sion entitled “Stepping up the fight against
cigarette smuggling and other forms of illicit
trade in tobacco products - A comprehen-
sive EU Strategy”, and support its implemen-
tation. For this purpose, Lithuania expects
to see the adoption of Council conclusions.
The initiative provides for measures on step-
ping up the fight against the illegal tobacco
trade, primarily cigarette smuggling, and
establishes several coordinated measures at
the national, EU and international level.

C 7. Representation of the European
Union at the G20

Together with the European Commission
and the European Central Bank, the Lithu-
anian Presidency of the Council of the EU
will seek adequate representation of the
EU interests at the G20 Finance Ministers
and Central Bank Governors’ meetings. In
preparation for these meetings, Lithuania
will contribute to the coordination and
agreement of the common EU position in
priority areas of the G20 format regarding
the global economy situation and growth,
financing for investment, financial market
regulation, reform of the international fi-
nancial architecture and other relevant is-
sues.



D. JUSTICE AND HOME AFFAIRS

The Justice and Home Affairs Council sets political directions and ensures the implementation
of European Union policy in the area of freedom, security and justice. The Council dedicates
particular attention to the protection of interests and the needs of citizens and other EU resi-
dents, in order to ensure respect for fundamental human rights and freedoms and the integ-
rity thereof, as well as the guarantee of European security.

The Presidency will continue the implemen-
tation of the Stockholm programme provid-
ing for EU priorities in the area of freedom,
security and justice for the period of 2010 to
2014.

Lithuania expects to start discussion regard-
ing the future strategic guidelines for legis-
lative and operational planning within the
area of the freedom, security and justice,
taking into account the results of the Stock-
holm programme. Lithuania, seeking to en-
sure continuous financial support for mea-
sures implementing the objectives of justice
and home affairs, will seek agreement within
the Council and with the European Parlia-
ment regarding the financial regulations
of justice and home affairs, so that smooth
programme funding and implementation is
possible as of 1 January 2014.

The Presidency will further strengthen coop-
eration of the EU with the Eastern Partner-
ship countries in the sphere of justice and
home affairs. The Presidency will organize
the first Eastern Partnership Justice and
Home Affairs meeting to discuss closer co-
operation.

Furthermore, political dialogue will con-
tinue on matters of justice and home affairs
involving the US, Western Balkan countries
and Russia.

The Presidency will seek that Justice and
home affairs policies also contribute to the
implementation of the growth agenda.

D 1. Justice

In the context of the European Year of Citi-
zens, Lithuania will seek to strengthen confi-
dence in the EU and its institutions and will
focus on the protection of the interests and
needs of citizens. The Presidency will also
discuss the enhancement of fundamental
rights in the EU, including the necessity to
foster a collective historical memory.

a) Justice for Growth

The Presidency will seek progress on the
Regulation on the Common European Sales
Law. This legislation aims to enhance the
competitiveness of the internal market, to
reduce obstacles for entry into cross-border
sales contracts, and to deal with costs-relat-
ed issues of entering into these transactions.
Lithuania will continue negotiations on the
Regulation creating a European account
preservation order, and will seek a general
approach within the Council. This impor-
tant instrument will facilitate more efficient
cross-border recovery of debts.

Lithuania will also seek substantial progress
in negotiations as regards the better regu-
lation of insolvency proceedings. The pro-
posal envisages easier procedures for the
insolvency of natural persons and legal enti-
ties, and provides for conditions to protect
companies on the brink of insolvency.
Lithuania will also continue negotiations on
the abolishment of legalisation formalities.
The purpose of the proposal is to reduce
the burden on citizens and enterprises, and
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abolish current requirement to legalise (cer-
tify by apostille) official documents issued in
another Member State.

b) Data Protection

The Presidency will continue intensive ne-
gotiations seeking substantial progress on
the Data Protection package. The proposed
reform aims to react to globalisation and
rapid technological developments (such as
emergence of social networks and cloud
computing), and to provide for an adequate
environment for citizens to better control
their personal data in the digital environ-
ment. Greater confidence in online services
should enable them to be developed further
and to innovate, and will directly contribute
to the growth of Europe’s digital economy.

¢) Criminal Law

In the field of criminal law, the key focus will
be the protection of EU financial interests.
Lithuania expects to start negotiations with
the European Parliament on the Directive on
the fight against fraud by means of criminal
law. The proposal aims to impose an obliga-
tion on Member States to define criminal
offences, and provide sanctions for fraud af-
fecting the financial interests of the EU and
those of tax payers as well as for other fraud-
related criminal offences.

Once the European Commission submits
a proposal on the establishment of the Eu-
ropean Public Prosecutor’s Office, Lithuania
intends to launch examination of the pro-
posal in the Council. This proposal will aim
to establish a European Public Prosecutor’s
Office on the basis of Eurojust, which will be
responsible for investigating, prosecuting
and bringing to justice the perpetrators of,
and accomplices in, offences against EU fi-
nancial interests.

Lithuania expects to reach general approach

in the Council on the Directive on the pro-
tection of the euro and other currencies
against counterfeiting by criminal law. The
proposal seeks to define criminal offences
and provide for additional investigative
tools, as well as adequate and proportionate
sanctions in the field of counterfeiting of the
euro and other currencies.

In order to eliminate the financial motiva-
tion of criminality, negotiations will con-
tinue with the European Parliament on the
Directive on the freezing and confiscation
of proceeds of crime, with the aim to reach
final agreement on the Directive.

The Presidency will also seek substantial
progress in negotiations on the European
investigation order in criminal matters. The
initiative seeks to improve judicial coopera-
tion in criminal matters thereby establishing
a comprehensive system for obtaining evi-
dence in cross-border cases.

d) Policy on Supply and Demand of Drugs
Once the European Commission submits
proposals on a new Regulation to facilitate
information exchange on new psychoactive
substances, the Presidency will seek prog-
ress within the Council on this matter.

D 2. Home Affairs

Key priorities of the Presidency include the
completion of negotiations on Regulations
providing funding of home affairs within
the next Multiannual Financial Framework
2014-2020. Lithuania will seek final agree-
ment with the European Parliament regard-
ing legislation implementing financial pro-
grammes to ensure their application from 1
January 2014.

a) Border Control
The Presidency will seek further progress in



the Council when discussing the “Smart Bor-
ders” package. Proposals on the “Smart Bor-
ders” package using the latest technologies
will strengthen the integrated management
of the EU external border and migration
flows crossing the external border, and facili-
tate conditions for the arrival and departure
of registered travellers.

The Registered Traveller Programme would
allow preferential entry to the EU for fre-
quent travellers and citizens of third coun-
tries. This initiative would, with respect to
third country citizens, upon prior assess-
ment and verification by the competent
institutions of the Member States, reduce
waiting periods at border control posts and
ensure simplified border control procedures.
The Entry / Exit System would allow border
guards to ascertain the duration of stay of
third country citizens in a Member State. The
system will register dates and place of ar-
rival and departure of third country citizens
travelling within the EU, and will facilitate
the establishment of whether these third-
country citizens comply with legitimate lim-
its on staying in a Member State. The system
would replace the current system of manual
registration, would electronically calculate
the duration of legitimate stay, and would
warn the national institutions responsible
when the legitimate period had been ex-
ceeded. This will allow for optimised border
control procedures and enhanced security
within the EU.

Lithuania will also seek as much progress
as possible when discussing Regulation on
rules for monitoring external sea borders
when implementing operational coopera-
tion coordinated by the European Agency
for the Management of Operational Coop-
eration at the External Borders. The proposal

aims to ensure the application of uniform
rules for sea border monitoring activity,
carried out by Member States involved in
operations coordinated by the European
Agency for the Management of Operational
Cooperation at the External Borders.

b) Migration

In the field of legal migration, the Presiden-
cy will seek to complete negotiations with
the European Parliament and adopt Direc-
tives regarding the conditions of entry and
residence of third-country nationals for the
purposes of seasonal employment, and on
conditions of entry and residence of third-
country nationals in the framework of an
intra-corporate transfer. Once these propos-
als have been adopted, a more favourable
environment would prevail for third country
citizens seeking to arrive for the purposes of
seasonal employment, as well as providing
for more favourable immigration rules ap-
plicable to third country citizens who are
temporarily transferred for employment on
an intra-corporate basis, where companies
are established in third countries, and to
branches of these companies established
within EU Member States.

Lithuania will also seek to progress as much
as possible with the negotiations on the
proposal for the Directive on the conditions
of entry and residence of third-country na-
tionals for the purposes of research, studies,
pupil exchange, remunerated and unremu-
nerated training, voluntary service and au
pairing. The proposal will aim to enhance
the attractiveness of the EU as a hub of sci-
ence and culture, encourage the interna-
tional academic dimension, and contribute
to improved competitiveness for the Euro-
pean Union.

In the field of illegal migration, Lithuania will
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continue to work with the EU action plan re-
garding the pressure of migration and plans
to initiate discussions within the Council.

In accordance with the global approach to
migration and mobility, Lithuania will seek
to ensure compliance with a consistent and
complete approach on external relations,
when developing cooperation with EU stra-
tegic partners and regions in the field of
migration. Once the European Commission
has submitted the first progress report on
global approach on migration and mobility,
Lithuania will initiate discussion of strate-
gic operating activities within the Council.
Lithuania will also continue initiatives in the
field of the establishment and implementa-
tion of mobility partnerships and common
agendas regarding migration and mobility
involving third countries. The Presidency will
also strengthen EU cooperation within the
framework of regional processes.

¢) Improved Cooperation of Law Enforce-
ment Agencies

In the field of cooperation of law enforce-
ment agencies, Lithuania will seek to en-
hance the efficiency of EU law enforcement
agencies, helping Member States to combat
serious cross border crime and terrorism.
The Presidency will seek substantial prog-
ress in discussing a proposal regarding a
Regulation on the European Union Agency
for Law Enforcement Cooperation and Train-
ing (Europol). The proposal aims to improve
the cooperation of EU law enforcement
agencies, and strengthen and support their
actions and develop training policy. Lithu-
ania will seek progress in negotiations with
the European Parliament on the use of Pas-
senger Name Record data, and strengthen
procedural measures in order to ensure the
prevention of terrorist offences and seri-

ous crime. Once the proposal is adopted, it
would enable Member States to establish
general conditions and obligations for requ-
lated air carriers transporting passengers
between the territory of a third country and
a Member State (including EU territory), and
to transfer the Passenger Name Record data
to the competent institutions. The proposal
would enhance cooperation by the police
and other law enforcement agencies in or-
der to prevent terrorism and serious crime.
Lithuania will seek to approve the Hercu-
les Il and the Pericles 2020 financial pro-
grammes, thereby providing the environ-
ment for implementation as of 1 January
2014. These programmes aim to ensure
further EU support for the activities by the
European Commission and Member States
against fraud, euro forgery; corruption and
other illegal activities; damage to EU fi-
nancial interests, including smuggling and
counterfeit of cigarettes; seeking better
awareness; carrying out studies; organising
training and providing technical and scien-
tific aid.

d) Cyber Security

Lithuania will seek the smooth implementa-
tion of the EU Cyber Security Strategy. Efforts
will be taken to ensure the external and in-
ternal security of networks and information
systems, strengthen the fight against crimes
in cyberspace, as well as strengthen the
competitiveness of information technology
industry and safe services, and thus contrib-
ute to the implementation of the EU digital
agenda. For that purpose, Lithuania expects
to hold a discussion within the informal
Council and to discuss the issue of cyber se-
curity at the Eastern Partnership Justice and
Home Affairs ministerial meeting.



e) Visa policy

The Presidency will devote particular atten-
tion to the current negotiations regarding
the simplification of the visa regime and
readmission agreements, as well as the visa
liberalisation processes with third countries.
Where necessary, Lithuania will continue
negotiations on the amendment of Visa
Regulation 539/2001, providing for mecha-
nisms of visa liberalisation suspension and
the mutual assurance of visa regime. The
Presidency will also seek the approval of the
proposal by the European Commission re-
garding the amendment of the annexes to
this Regulation.

f) Schengen Information System

The Presidency will seek agreement on
Council conclusions as regards the imple-
mentation of EU international sanctions, in
order to improve the practice of the entry
of personal data into the Schengen Informa-
tion System. Adoption of Council conclu-
sions would allow for agreement on more

efficient implementation of EU international
sanctions.

g) Civil Protection

The Presidency will seek agreement with
the European Parliament regarding a deci-
sion on the EU Civil Protection Mechanism.
The proposal aims to improve the planning
of response actions, as well as increased EU
response capabilities and the general level
for emergency preparedness. Lithuania will
take steps to ensure that the decision is ad-
opted and enters into effect as of 1 January
2014.

The Presidency will also seek adoption of
Council conclusions regarding mass evacu-
ation in the case of large scale natural disas-
ters or accidents caused by human activities;
these conclusions will provide for directions
to enhance the efficiency of organisation of
mass evacuation of EU residents, especially
where there is a need to evacuate residents
to other EU Member States.
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E. EMPLOYMENT, SOCIAL POLICY, HEALTH AND CONSUMER AFFAIRS

The Employment, Social Policy, Health and Consumer Affairs Council (EPSCO) seeks to coor-
dinate actions by the Member States and establish minimum protection standards regarding
working environment (health and safety at work, social dialogue and involvement of workers
in activity of companies), and public health and protection of consumer interests. Given the
direct responsibility of the Member States for employment and social and health care policies,
the European Union only sets out framework objectives and analyses national measures and
proposes individual recommendations for Member States.

The Presidency will seek better implementation
of EU employment, social and health policy.

In the field of social policy, particular focus will
be placed on higher youth employment, and
discussions regarding implementation of the
social investment package that will seek sus-
tainable growth and the reduction of social
exclusion; the Presidency will also encourage
consideration of opportunities within Econom-
ic and Monetary Union to assess the enhance-
ment of the social dimension.

In the field of health, particular focus will be
placed on the review of the Tobacco Prod-
ucts Directive, and discussions on modern,
accessible and sustainable health systems,
and a Proposal on Clinical Studies of Medi-
cine and the Regulation of Medical Devices.

E 1. Greater Employment Opportuni-
ties - Focus on Youth

Taking into account the deeper consequenc-
es of long term unemployment and growing
social exclusion, the Presidency in the field of
youth employment will dedicate full political
attention to the implementation of the Youth
Guarantee Initiative seeking to deal with
youth employment issues. The Presidency
will also initiate discussions involving social
partners and Member States regarding the
European Alliance for Apprenticeship, com-
bining actions by the Member States, social
partners, business and other related entities
and the European Commission when devel-

oping high quality apprenticeships and on-
the-job skills training as a part of vocational
training. In order to ensure the implementa-
tion of the objectives of the alliance within
the Member States, Lithuania will seek the
adoption of a Council declaration.

Lithuania will further seek agreement within
the Council and with the European Parlia-
ment regarding the improved cooperation
of Public Employment Services to contrib-
ute to the resolution of youth unemploy-
ment issue throughout the European Union.

E 2. Rights of Workers

The Presidency will seek improved imple-
mentation of the minimum protection of
posted workers. Lithuania will continue
negotiations at the Council as regards the
enforcement of the Directive concerning
the posting of workers in the framework
of the provision of services, and will seek
agreement with the European Parliament.
The Presidency will also seek agreement
with the European Parliament regarding the
Directive concerning the portability of sup-
plementary pension rights. These initiatives
aim to reduce obstacles for the mobility of
workers, simultaneously providing better
minimum worker protection in the case of
postings, the right to a pension and pension
transferability.

Expressing solidarity with workers dismissed
due to structural changes in the global in-



dustrial sectors caused by globalization and
supporting their active reintegration into the
labour market, Lithuania will therefore seek
agreement with the European Parliament
concerning Regulation on the European Glo-
balisation Adjustment Fund (2014-2020) so
that it is effective from 1 January 2014.
Lithuania will also promote more straight-
forward use of the rights granted by free
movement of workers. The proposal aims
to combat nationality-based discrimination
and improve implementation of the free
movement of workers.

E 3. Social Investment

Lithuania will continue discussion within
the Council as regards the social investment
package that seeks to improve implementa-
tion and the social inclusion of programmes
by the European Social Fund. Social invest-
ment will be used to provide an adequate
environment for economic growth and
structural changes. The obligations on im-
plementation will be recorded in national
reform programmes. During the Lithuanian
Presidency, there will be an informal discus-
sion within the Council as regards aspects of
the social investment package with a par-
ticular focus on the part of the document
‘Investing in Children: Breaking the Cycle of
Disadvantage.

In order to combat poverty and encourage
social cohesion, Lithuania will seek agree-
ment with the European Parliament as re-
gards the establishment of the Fund for Eu-
ropean Aid to the Most Deprived.

E 4. Social Dimension of the Economic
and Monetary Union

The financial and economic crisis has dem-
onstrated a negative effect in the fields of
employment and social policy. High unem-

ployment and growing social exclusion as
well as related issues revealed the impor-
tance and relevance of the social dimension
of the Economic and Monetary Union. Lith-
uania will continue the discussions opened
during the lIrish Presidency on the issue,
and expect to organise informal discussions
within the Council.

E 5. Equal Treatment of Men and Women
In the field of equal opportunities for men
and women, Lithuania will seek to address
the effectiveness of institutional mecha-
nisms, in order to speed up the de facto
gender equality. On this issue, Lithuania will
host a minister-level conference in Vilnius
and expects to adopt Council conclusions.
Supporting the objective to improve wom-
en's representation in decision making, Lith-
uania will continue negotiations within the
Council started during the Irish Presidency
on the Directive on improving the gender
balance among non-executive directors of
companies listed on stock exchanges.

E 6. Non-discrimination

The Lithuanian Presidency expects to contin-
ue discussions and seek progress as regards
the non-discrimination Directive. The initia-
tive aims to implement the principle of the
equal treatment of individuals, regardless of
religion or creed, disability, age or sexual ori-
entation in areas other than those related to
the labour market.

Once the European Commission submits rec-
ommendations regarding improvement to
the Roma integration package, the Presiden-
cy will propose it for the Council’s approval.

E 7. Representation of the European
Union at the G20
Together with the European Commission,
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the Presidency will seek to ensure adequate
representation of EU interests at the G20
meeting of employment and labour minis-
ters, and the joint meeting of ministers of
finance and employment held for the first
time. When preparing for the meetings,
Lithuania will contribute to coordination
and agreement on the common EU policy
as regards obligations in the field of employ-
ment policy, as proposed by Russia for the
countries included in the G20 in the short,
medium and long term, particularly given
the implementation of obligations in the
youth field.

E 8. Health

The Presidency will urge adopting Council
conclusions on modern, responsive and
sustainable health systems. The conclusions
will stress the necessity to enhance the abili-
ties of the EU Member States to practically
apply the principle of Health in All Policies
and encourage confidence in best practice.
The conclusions are expected to include
the implementation of objectives under the
Europe 2020 strategy in the health field, ef-
fective investment in the health sector and
use of structural EU funds, innovations in the
pharmaceutical field, integrated care mod-
els and better hospital management.
Lithuania will seek agreement with the Euro-
pean Parliament on the review of the Tobac-
co Products Directive. The proposal aims to
reduce differences between the legislation
of the Member States, harmonise labelling
of tobacco products using health warnings,
improve user information about the ingre-
dients of tobacco products, and harmonise
legislation regarding the restriction of sub-
stances hazardous to health, and legislation
governing the availability of tobacco prod-
ucts in the market.

Lithuania also expects to reach a general ap-

proach within the Council regarding Regula-
tion on clinical trials of medical products for
human use. The initiative aims to simplify pro-
cedures on the submission of applications
for clinical trials and issue of authorisation,
in order to achieve harmonisation at the EU
level, supplement rules on the performance
of clinical trials during emergency situations,
specify and simplify principles of compensa-
tion of damage during clinical trials to the
persons involved in study, renew and moder-
nise procedures for the submission of safety
notices, and provide a clear definition of cli-
ent responsibility in a clinical trial.

Lithuania will seek progress in negotiations
as regards two legislative proposals in the
field of medical devices: regarding Regula-
tion on Medical Devices and Regulation of
in vitro diagnostic medical devices. These
proposals aim to abolish defects and over-
sights found in the legislation currently in
force, provide stricter monitoring of notified
bodies of medical devices, rules of clinical
assessment, and provide stricter provisions
regarding market surveillance and vigilance,
increase traceability of medical devices and
improve system management, establishing
methods of effective cooperation of the in-
stitutions. These initiatives are expected to
encourage innovations in the field of medi-
cal devices, ensure the smooth functioning
of the internal market and set a high level of
health and safety.

Lithuania will seek progress as regards
the Directive relating to the transpar-
ency of measures regulating the prices
of medical products for human use and
their inclusion in the scope of public
health insurance systems. The initiative
aims to ensure that decisions regarding
the setting of prices and reimbursement
are taken in a timely and transparent
manner.



F. COMPETITIVENESS

The Competitiveness Council combines European Union policies of internal market, industry
and research; these seek to ensure the close coordination of political objectives in order to
ensure the greater competitiveness of the European Union. The Council carries out a horizon-
tal monitoring and implementation of activities in the fields of the internal market (public
procurement, free provision of services and establishment, free movement of goods, intellec-
tual and industrial property, competition and company law), smart regulation, small and me-
dium enterprise policy, industry, development of competitive environment, innovation, and

research and technological development.

Economic growth and strengthening of
competitiveness remains a key priority of
the EU when implementing the Europe
2020 strategy. In order to enhance interna-
tional competitiveness, economic growth
and job creation in Europe the priority of
the Presidency will be placed on deepening
the EU Single Market, activities in the service
sector and network industry, competitive-
ness aspects of the digital agenda, steps
to enhance industry competitiveness and
innovation and research systems, a favour-
able regulatory environment for small and
medium enterprises, and modernisation of
public administration.

F 1. Single Market

A properly functioning EU Single Market rep-
resents a cornerstone for competitive Euro-
pean enterprises, competitive EU economy
and economic growth. The Presidency will
focus on improving the governance of the
single market and the improvement of the
implementation of the Single Market rules.
Lithuania will devote due attention to the
completion of the Single Market Act | and
advancing on the Single Market Il priority
initiatives as regards the establishment of
integrated rail, maritime, land and air trans-
port, establishment of the Internal Energy
Market, Single Digital Market and promotion
of mobility of citizens and enterprises, social
entrepreneurship and cohesion.

Lithuania will continue efforts on the im-
proved implementation of the Services
Directive. The Presidency will propose to
discuss the results of the peer review of Reg-
ulations within the EU Member States, in or-
der to eliminate disproportional restrictions
applicable on legal form and shareholders
requirements. The Presidency will also coor-
dinate activities regarding improvement of
the quality and scope of services provided
by the Points of Single Contact. Within the
Council, Lithuania will initiate a discussion
on the implementation of a European re-
tail action plan and electronic public pro-
curement strategy. Lithuania will also seek
to improve the governance of the Single
Market, setting guidelines for further works
in this field, including making wider use of
measures under the European semester, and
by discussing implementing problems not
only within the harmonised sector but also
in the field of mutual recognition. Lithuania
will seek the adoption of Council conclu-
sions that would review these aspects of the
implementation of Single Market policy and
draw further directions.

Greater efficiency of public procurement,
simplification and switching to electronic
procurement requires considerable atten-
tion and regular tracking of progress. Where
necessary, Lithuania will continue to work in
order to achieve agreement with the Euro-
pean Parliament on the adoption of a pack-
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age of Public Procurement Directives.

In the field of the technical harmonisation
of motor vehicles, Lithuania will continue
work regarding the approval of a proposal
simplifying the transfer of motor vehicles
registered in another Member State within
the Single Market.

F 2. Intellectual Property

Building upon the progress accomplished
during the Irish Presidency, Lithuania ex-
pects to start negotiations with the Europe-
an Parliament regarding the Directive on the
collective rights management and licens-
ing music online with a view to adopting
this document. The Directive as proposed
will establish set standards for all collective
rights management organisations within
the EU and approve conditions for licencing
music for online use.

Lithuania will seek progress regarding the re-
form of the European Trademark System. The
proposal on the amendments of the Trade
Marks Directive and Community Trademarks
Regulation will aim to modernise trademark
systems, both EU and national, establish a
cooperation structure of the Office for Har-
monisation in the Internal Market and na-
tional trademark agencies, and harmonise
the practises of trademark agencies.

F 3. Smart Regulation and Small and
Medium Enterprises

The Presidency will seek to ensure that the
implementation of Smart Regulation initia-
tives would promote a favourable environ-
ment for business, in particular Small and
Medium Enterprises (SME), and contribute
to enhanced competitiveness and the cut-
ting the compliance costs. In consulting
with social partners and based on the best
practice of the Member States, efforts will

be taken to improve the application of smart
regulation tools, such as SME test, competi-
tiveness proofing and ex-post evaluation.
These aspects will be reflected in the Coun-
cil conclusions expected for adoption.
Lithuania will focus on a key document dedi-
cated to growth and sustainability of SMEs, i.e.
the Small Business Act (SBA). Marking the 5
year anniversary of endorsement of the SBA,
Lithuania will initiate political discussions on
the progress made and measures still needed
to implement the principles of SBA.

In order to implement decisions regarding
the Multiannual Financial Framework 2014-
2020 and improve financing conditions
available to SMEs, Lithuania will seek to en-
sure that the new enterprise competitive-
ness and SME programme is implemented
from 1 January 2014.

F 4. Industry

The Presidency will focus on of the framework
for industrial competitiveness and the imple-
mentation of horizontal initiatives related to
the 2012 EU industrial policy update by way
of an action plan that will promote demand
forinnovative goods and services, strengthen
the clustering of EU enterprises, and the ap-
plication of key enabling technologies.

The Presidency will assess progress in imple-
mentation of the EU industrial policy mea-
sures, and will seek agreement on short to
mid-term priorities. Once the European
Commission has submitted a report on the
implementation of industry policy, Lithuania
will integrate the aforementioned proposals
into an action plan that will be submitted to
the Council for approval in the form of con-
clusions on competitive European industry.

F 5. Modernising Public Administration
The Presidency will focus on the importance



of public administration modernization in
fields such as electronic public procure-
ment, promotion of innovation via public
procurement, improving effectiveness of
State-owned companies, and improved
SMEs environment (application of the “Think
Small First” principle).

Once the European Commission submits
a timely proposal on electronic invoicing
in public procurement, Lithuania will seek
agreement at the Council. The initiative will
promote the use of electronic invoicing
within the public sector and the enhanced
interaction of national electronic invoicing
systems. This would contribute to the com-
petitiveness of enterprises, cut the operating
costs of enterprises and procurement costs
of public authorities, and encourage auto-
mated procedures related to invoices.

The Presidency will seek an exchange of
opinions at the Council regarding the role
of State-owned enterprises for strengthen-
ing economic growth and competitiveness,
as well as discussing the best practise of the
Member States in ensuring the effective op-
eration of such companies.

Lithuania will seek to discuss issues on the
improved operation of Points of Single Con-
tact in implementing the Services Directive,
as well as further guidelines in the field of
Better Regulation (see also the section on
the Single Market in the programme).

F 6. Company Law

Lithuania shall seek to finalise the negotia-
tions with the European Parliament regarding
proposals on statutory audits of annual ac-
counts and consolidated accounts as well as
on specific requirements regarding statutory
audit of public-interest entities. The goal of the
proposals is to strengthen the competitive-
ness of the EU internal audit market, improve

the quality of audit and contribute to the
independence of auditors and audit entities
notably through the mandatory rotation of
audit firms also implement the surveillance
of audit markets at the EU level.

The Presidency will also launch discussions
within the Council regarding a proposal for
the disclosure of non-financial information
that aims to increase the transparency and
comparability of information provided by
large European companies on environmen-
tal, social and employee related matters,
respect for human rights, aspects of anticor-
ruption and bribery, as well as individuals in
management bodies.

Lithuania will seek a general approach with-
in the Council and an agreement with the
European Parliament concerning funding in
2014-2020 for three international organisa-
tions, including the International Account-
ing Standards Board (IASB), the European
Financial Reporting Advisory Group (EFRAG)
and the Public Interest Oversight Board
(PIOB). The funding would help to improve
internal market conditions by supporting
transparent and independent preparation
of international financial reporting and audit
standards.

The Presidency will continue discussions on
the proposal on the Regulation of the Coun-
cil on the statute for a European foundation
that aims to establish a new EU level legal
form of a legal entity. Lithuania will also con-
centrate on other initiatives that could pos-
sibly arrive during the Presidency based on
the action plan by the European Commis-
sion that seek to modernise company law
and governance.

On 8-9 October 2013, the 13th Conference
on European Company Governance will be
hosted in Vilnius; it seeks to discuss the key
issues of company governance.
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F 7. Consumer Rights

The Presidency will aim at substantial progress
within the Council regarding the package of
Common Product Safety and Market Surveil-
lance, seeking to update common product
safety requirements, simplify market surveil-
lance procedures, and provide for measures
for the more efficient coordination and coop-
eration of market surveillance authorities.

The Presidency will seek to close negotia-
tions with the European Parliament regard-
ing Regulation of a Consumer Programme
2014-2020, so that measures under such
consumer programme are successfully im-
plemented from early 2014.

The Presidency also expects to initiate ne-
gotiations regarding the review of the Di-
rective on package travel, package holidays
and package tours, to specifically include
travel purchased via the internet.

F 8. Customs Cooperation

Once the European Commission submits a
progress report, Lithuania expects to adopt
Council conclusions regarding the enhanced
cooperation of the EU and its Member States
with the Eastern neighbours in the field of
customs activities. The Presidency will seek to
assess progress and propose additional mea-
sures for enhanced cooperation.

F 9. Tourism

In cooperation with the European Com-
mission, the Presidency will run the 121
European Tourism Forum that will seek to
provide for further activities and measures
contributing to the attractiveness of Europe
as a tourism destination, discuss the future
trends of tourism, and tourism financing op-
portunities 2014-2020.

With view to the future initiative by the Euro-
pean Commission on the European Tourism
Quality label, Lithuania expects to initiate
discussion on this issue within the Council.

F 10. Research

Development of European research and in-
novation is integral to the objectives of in-
creasing European competitiveness. In the
context of the Europe 2020 strategy and
model initiative, Innovative Europe, the Pres-
idency will seek to ensure that Horizon 2020,
the Common Research and Innovation Pro-
gramme (including funding activities of the
European Institute of Innovation and Tech-
nology as well as EURATOM programme) is
implemented from early 2014.

Lithuania will also organize discussions on
initiatives implementing the programme,
with proposals by the European Commis-
sion to be presented in Q3 2013.

With a view to the political guidelines of the
European Council, Lithuania will dedicate
respective attention to the implementation
of European Research Area in order to devel-
op a single market of knowledge, research
and innovation by 2014. Once the Europe-
an Commission has presented a report on
progress in the establishment of the Euro-
pean Research Area, Lithuania will arrange
political discussions within the Council.

F 11. Space

The Presidency will continue discussion
within the Council regarding the establish-
ment of Space Surveillance and Tracking
Support Programme in order to ensure the
long term use and safety of European and
national space infrastructure and services
provided.

Lithuania will seek progress within the Coun-
cil for Regulation on the European Earth Ob-
servation programme (Copernicus). The Co-
pernicus is a long-term programme based
on partnerships of the EU, Member States,
European Space Agency (ESA) and other re-
lated European stakeholders.



G. TRANSPORT, TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND ENERGY

The Transport, Telecommunications and Energy Council examines issues relevant for the
establishment of a modern and effective transport, energy and telecommunication system,
with smooth operation as regards economic, social and environmental protection aspects.
The coherent and sustainable development of infrastructure is a key purpose in order to ac-
complish the effective operation of the internal market, and economic and social cohesion of

the European Union.

A single area of transport and telecommu-
nications is a prerequisite for the efficient
growth of the European economy. In order
to accomplish this objective, adequate atten-
tion will be given to connecting Trans-Euro-
pean infrastructure networks, establishment
of a single EU transport area, development
of a digital market, and the implementation
of measures promoting innovation and job
creation. The Presidency will therefore seek
to contribute to the implementation of these
objectives.

In order to strengthen EU cooperation with
the Eastern Partnership countries, Lithuania
will organise the Eastern Partnership Transport
ministerial meeting.

Lithuania will cooperate with the European
Commission and the Member States in order
to oversee the completion of the EU internal
energy market as planned in 2014. Lithuania
will give priority to the implementation of the
action plan drafted by the European Commis-
sion, and will initiate the enhanced monitoring
of respective obligations..

G 1. Transport

In order to ensure the growth of the EU econ-
omy and the effective operation of the Single
Market, the Presidency will focus on the devel-
opment of infrastructure networks, the safety
and security of vehicles, fair competition and
the development of new technologies.

a) Intermodal Transport
The Presidency will continue the discussion
within the Council and seek a general approach

regarding the Directive on the deployment of
alternative fuels infrastructure, seeking to re-
duce dependency on ail, provide for a cleaner
environment to residents and improve the
competitiveness of the European economy.

In implementing sustainable development
objectives under the Europe 2020 strategy,
key issues will include a Regulation regarding
the review of functions of the European GNSS
Agency, seeking to ensure the security of Eu-
ropean satellite navigation systems. The Presi-
dency will seek to arrive at a general approach
within the Council on this issue.

b) Land Transport

In the field of land transport, the fourth rail-
way package will be important. It aims to
enhance the efficiency and competiveness
of the railway sector and contribute to the es-
tablishment of a single EU transport area. The
Presidency will continue the discussion on
the technical section initiated during the Irish
Presidency, and will seek to arrive at a general
approach within the Council as regards the
Railway Safety Directive.

Lithuania will seek agreement with the Euro-
pean Parliament regarding the Roadworthi-
ness Package (vehicle safety). The package
includes the following proposals: periodic
roadworthiness tests for motor vehicles, tech-
nical roadside inspection of the roadworthi-
ness of commercial vehicles and registration
documents for vehicles. Once the proposals
are adopted, it would mark an important step
towards uniform safety standards in the EU
road transport system.
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¢) Air Transport

The Presidency will seek progress by the Coun-
cil in discussing proposals on the rights of air
transport passengers to adequate information,
assistance during travel, and adequate com-
pensation in the case of cancellation, delay or
denied boarding.

Lithuania expects to initiate negotiations with
the European Parliament regarding the pro-
posal on occurrence reporting in civil aviation.
The initiative aims to prevent aviation acci-
dents by collecting and analysing information
on civil aviation occurrences.

The Presidency will initiate discussions on the
Single European Sky (SES) I+ package. Lithu-
ania will draft a progress report summarising
these discussions. The package will touch on
the remaining pending issues on the develop-
ment of the Single European Sky (SES), includ-
ing the provision of air navigation services, and
specification of an institutional system at the
EU level when defining the areas of responsi-
bility of different organisations.

The Presidency also expects the adoption of
the Council decision regarding the deploy-
ment of SESAR joint undertakings.

d) Maritime Transport

The Presidency expects to initiate negotia-
tions with the European Parliament regarding
the marine equipment Directive that seeks to
ensure the adequate operation of an internal
market for marine equipment, and a high-level
of safety at sea and the prevention of marine
pollution.

Lithuania will also seek progress on guidelines on
EU policy for seaports, which allow ports to man-
age increasing volumes of freight flows more ef-
fectively and promote smoother logistics.

The Presidency will seek a general approach
and agreement with the European Parliament
when adopting proposals on the funding
Regulation of the European Maritime Safety
Agency (EMSA).

G 2. Single Digital Market

The Presidency will seek progress in imple-
menting the European Digital Agenda, aiming
to provide a new impetus to the European
economy and greater benefit to the public in
improving confidence in the internet and its
security, development of digital literacy skills
and youth inclusion, providing the public with
considerably faster internet access, adequate
data protection, development of investment
for research, expanding applications for infor-
mation and communication technologies for
dealing with the challenges faced by the pub-
lic (e.g. climate change, population aging).
The Presidency will seek to ensure the inter-
sectoral implementation of Digital Agenda
objectives through the implementation of
the priority actions under the second Single
Market Act. In order to see the EU Single
Digital Market established by 2015, Lithu-
ania will highlight the necessity of speeding
up scheduled EU measures in increasing the
transparency of bank account fees, reducing
the implementation costs of electronic com-
munication infrastructure of the digital mar-
ket, and improvement of the internal market
of electronic communications. Lithuania will
seek to speed up the drafting of proposals
on the integrated European payment market,
and the examination of the issue of electronic
invoices in the field of public procurement at
the Council.

The Presidency will seek to open negotiations
with the European Parliament on electronic
identification and trust services for electronic
transactions in the internal market. The pro-
posal aims to facilitate electronic transactions
and ensure the mutual recognition of elec-
tronic identification and authentication mech-
anisms between the Member States.

The Presidency will seek agreement with the
European Parliament regarding Guidelines for
the trans-European telecommunication net-



works (TEN-TELE). The proposal aims to estab-
lish development guidelines and priorities for
infrastructure for broadband communication
networks and digital services in the field of
telecommunication.

Lithuania will seek progress with respect to the
Directive that aims to identify key risks related
to the assurance of internet security, solutions
and further actions and fields where the role
of the EU can be enhanced, as well as regard-
ing the Regulation on reducing the cost of de-
ploying broadband communications and the
Directive on the accessibility of public sector
bodies' websites, seeking to enhance accessi-
bility of e-content to disabled people.

G 3. Energy

Taking into account the European Council
Conclusions of February 2011 and May 2013,
the Presidency will cooperate with the Euro-
pean Commission and the Member States
in order to complete the EU internal energy
market as scheduled in 2014. The Presidency
will place priority on the implementation of
the action plan drafted by the European Com-
mission, and initiate the enhanced monitoring
of obligations under the action plan. At the
end of the Presidency, Lithuania will submit
a report regarding the implementation of the
internal energy market to the Council.

On 4-5 November 2013, Vilnius will host a
high-level energy conference, focusing on
the implementation of energy projects of
common interest and the future for energy
infrastructure. These projects are of key im-
portance for establishing a modern EU energy
infrastructure.

The Presidency will seek progress in strength-
ening the external dimension of the EU energy
policy. Lithuania expects to review the 2011
Council conclusions on the subject, which will
aim at agreement regarding further steps on
strengthening the external dimension of en-

ergy policy and the security of energy supply.
The Presidency will seek progress with the
European Parliament in examining proposal
on the Fuel Quality Directive and Renewable
Energy Sources Directive (ILUC). The Directives
promote the use of the least polluting biofuels
in the transport sector, and assurance of the
sustainable production of biofuels.

As the European Court of Justice has over-
turned the 2010 Council Regulation concern-
ing the notification to the Commission of
investment projects in energy infrastructure,
Lithuania expects to seek agreement with the
European Parliament regarding the new Regu-
lation that has been submitted.

In view of the schedule of submission of the
proposal for biomass sustainability criteria by
the European Commission, Lithuania will seek
substantial progress in examining this pro-
posal. The proposal aims to assess the costs
related to the collection and processing of bio-
mass and establish criteria, whereby the use of
biomass would be treated as contributing to
the targets of the development of renewable
energy resources.

In accordance with the Green Paper by the
European Commission “A 2030 Framework for
Climate and Energy Policies’ and the outcome
of public consultations regarding this initia-
tive, Lithuania will where necessary arrange for
an exchange of opinions within the Council
regarding this initiative. The initiative aims to
provide for long-term investment into infra-
structure that will ensure the security of en-
ergy supply, stability, affordability of prices of
energy resources, thereby retaining the com-
petitiveness of the industry and promoting in-
vestment in the development of a low-carbon
dioxide economy.
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H. AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES

The Agriculture and Fisheries Council examines issues in the agricultural section related to the
establishment and implementation of the Common Agricultural Policy, setting off common
rules for the internal market, forestry, plant protection, food safety and animal welfare. In the
fisheries section, the Council deals with issues related to the establishment and implementa-
tion of the Common Fisheries Policy, seeks to ensure the use of fisheries resources and the ad-
equate management thereof, increased competitiveness of the fisheries industry, and retain

adequate production quality for consumers.

The Presidency will seek to encourage the
sustainable, innovative and environmentally
friendly development of the agriculture and
food sector and fisheries within the Euro-
pean Union.

H 1. Agriculture

Once an inter-institutional political agree-
ment has been reached regarding the
package of proposals on the reform of the
Common Agricultural Policy (CAP), the Presi-
dency will initiate and seek the completion
of the work related to the approval and en-
try into force of the aforementioned pack-
age. Particular attention will be paid to the
adoption, in concert with the European
Parliament, of a proposal that provides for
the necessary transitional CAP provisions in
2014, which have a bearing on certain as-
pects of CAP reform, mostly related to the
system of direct payments and transitional
provisions in rural development. The provi-
sions of the proposal will ensure the smooth
transit from the current CAP Regulations to
new rules under the reformed CAP.

Given the increasing liberalisation of inter-
national trade and ever stronger competi-
tion in the global markets of trade in agri-
cultural products, and taking into account
the need to provide better information to
consumers in the internal market and third
countries regarding EU agricultural and food
products demonstrating considerable add-
ed value, quality and health, efforts will be

taken to establish a targeted and ambitious
strategy to promote the future sales of these
products. Once the European Commission
has submitted a proposal on information
and promotion for agricultural products,
the Lithuanian Presidency will initiate dis-
cussion of the proposal, focusing on a more
flexible response to the specific needs of
different markets and the simplification of
programme administration.

Furthermore, once the European Commis-
sion has submitted a report concerning the
implementation of Single Market organisa-
tion measures in the fruit and vegetable sec-
tor and the respective legislative proposal,
Lithuania will initiate negotiations and seek
substantial progress on this issue. This pro-
posal will include better administration and
implementation of measures in the fruit and
vegetable sector, as related to the organisa-
tion of producers, their operating funds and
programmes.

H 2. Fisheries

In May 2013 the European Parliament and
the Council reached political agreement re-
garding the reform of the Common Fisheries
Policy (CFP) that will be implemented from
2014. In the course of implementation of a
new CFP, efforts will be made to ensure that
the activities of fisheries and aquaculture in
the long term ensure environmental, eco-
nomic and social sustainability, and contrib-
ute to the availability of food to consumers.



The Presidency will mainly focus on reach-
ing an agreement with the European Parlia-
ment on the European Maritime and Fisher-
ies Fund that will be used in 2014 to 2020
to fund the implementation of the new CFP
and the sustainable development of fisher-
ies and the aquaculture sector.

Lithuania is aware of the importance and
sensitivity of the matter, and will take every
step required to reach an inter-institutional
solution regarding the multiannual plans of
fish stocks management that represent the
basis for the new CFP.

The Presidency will give adequate attention
to the establishment of annual total quan-
tities available for fisheries and the distri-
bution of fisheries quotas. The Presidency
will also seek political agreement which is
balanced in terms of economic, social and
environmental concerns as regards fisheries
opportunities in 2014 in the Baltic Sea, the
Black Sea and other seas.

The Presidency will be involved in coordi-
nating the EU position and representation
at negotiations concerning entry into pro-
tocols to agreements on fisheries partner-
ship with third countries, as well as annual
meetings with the regional organisations of
fisheries management and coastal states.

H 3. Veterinary, Food safety and Phy-
tosanitary

The Presidency will seek simpler, clearer and
more modern EU legal Regulation in the
fields of animal and plant health, feedstuffs
and food. Lithuania will place particular
focus on the proposal on a Regulation lay-
ing down provisions for the management
of expenditure relating to the food chain,
animal health and animal welfare, and relat-
ing to plant health and plant reproductive
material. Lithuania will seek to ensure the
effective discussion of the issue, and greater

progress in order to reach agreement by the
2014 election of the European Parliament.
Lithuania will also seek substantial progress
in continuing work on the package of food
chain legislation, including Regulations on
official control, on animal health, on protec-
tive measures against plant pests, and on
the production and marketing of plant re-
productive material.

Once the European Commission has sub-
mitted proposals, the Presidency will also be
prepared to start negotiations and seek sub-
stantial progress with respect to the review
of the Directive on Veterinary Medicines
and Medicated Feedingstuffs Directive, hy-
giene package, and zootechnical legislation.

H 4. Forests

The Presidency will give adequate attention
to the coordinated implementation of sus-
tainable forest management principles in
the Member States. When the communica-
tion on the EU Forestry Strategy is released,
the Presidency will propose to adopt Coun-
cil conclusions. This EU level instrument will
be based on the principle of subsidiarity and
respect for national competencies.

Given the growing importance of forests
and sustainable forest management in deal-
ing with climate change, biodiversity, air
and water quality, in the framework of the
Forest Europe process the decision to begin
negotiations on legally binding agreement
on Forests in Europe was reached during the
Oslo Ministerial Conference in 2011. Lithua-
nia will seek the adequate representation of
the EU and its Member States in the resumed
fourth session of the Intergovernmental Ne-
gotiating Committee and the Extraordinary
Ministerial Conference to be held in Madrid,
when the outcome of the negotiations is ex-
pected to be endorsed.
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I ENVIRONMENT

The Environment Council deals with the quality requirements of environmental protection in
order to ensure harmonised, balanced and sustainable economic activities, responsible use
of soil resources, and to preserve an environment favourable to human health. The Council
further discusses issues of international cooperation when dealing with regional and global
environmental issues, particularly with respect to climate change and global warming.

Common obligations to combat climate
change, the commitment to ensure the sus-
tainable use of natural resources and taking
responsibility for possible negative conse-
quences to future generations, will remain
key tasks in the agenda of the Environment
Council in the second semester of 2013.
Therefore the EU and its Member States
are encouraged to switch to a low carbon
economy, seek alternative energy sources
that meet sustainability criteria, ensure more
efficient waste management, and deal with
issues related to human activities and their
effect on ecosystems.

The Presidency will mainly focus on the im-
provement of the legislative Regulation of
the environment based on the principles of
sustainable development and its enhanced
implementation to ensure the right of an
individual to live in an environment favour-
able to his/her health and well-being.

I 1. Effective Environmental Protec-
tion

The Presidency will encourage the inclusion
of environmental protection requirements
into other EU policies, and will contribute to
the more consistent and enhanced imple-
mentation of environment protection re-
quirements.

Lithuania will seek final agreement with the
European Parliament on the Programme
for the Environment and Climate Action
(LIFE Regulation) providing for the funding
of environmental projects until 2020. The

aforementioned programme will be an in-
strument encouraging the faster implemen-
tation of environmental protection and cli-
mate change management objectives, and
the integration of these into sector based
policies.

The Presidency is ready to seek an agree-
ment on the review of the Environmen-
tal Impact Assessment Directive, seeking
well-founded decisions contributing to the
implementation of requirements, quality as-
sessment, speeding up of procedures and
imposing no additional administrative bur-
dens.

The Presidency will seek the agreement at
the Council and with the European Parlia-
ment regarding Regulation on the imple-
mentation of the Nagoya Protocol, provid-
ing for EU activities in the field of fair and
equitable use of genetic resources.

Once the European Commission has submit-
ted proposals regarding the prevention of
entry and spread of invasive species, regard-
ing the stricter control of shipment of waste,
as well as the thematic strategy on Ambient
Air and review of related legislation, Lithua-
nia expects to initiate discussions within the
Council. The proposals would aim to reduce
the negative impact of invasive species on
EU biodiversity, ensure the sustainable use
of resources and environmentally friendly
waste management, assessment of more
ambitious objectives on limiting pollutants
in the atmosphere, as well as additional
measures of pollution reduction.



I 2. Climate Change

Climate change remains a key EU policy. The
Presidency will mostly focus on retaining EU
leadership and the coordination of EU activi-
ties in international negotiations on climate
change regarding global legally binding
post-2020 agreement. Lithuania will seek
to approve within the Council a common
EU position for negotiations on the future
of climate change policy at the 19th Con-
ference of the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change scheduled
for November 2013. The Conference will
also include discussions regarding the lat-
est agreement on climate change to enter
into effect in 2020, as well as other issues
related to the improvement and strength-
ening of the international regime of climate
change, promoting adaptation, application
of flexible market mechanisms, developing
environmentally-friendly technologies, and
funding for actions of developing countries.
The Presidency will also cooperate with the
Member States and the European Commis-
sion on issues related to the ratification of
the second commitment period under the
Kyoto Protocol.

Where necessary, the Presidency will contin-
ue discussions within the Council on EU cli-
mate change and energy policy until 2030,
which seeks to provide for long-term invest-
ment in infrastructure that would ensure
the security of energy supply, sustainabil-
ity, affordability of energy prices, maintain
industrial competitiveness, and promote
investment into the development of a low
carbon economy. Based on the outcome of
stakeholder consultations and the impact
assessment carried out by the European
Commission, discussions on determination
of targets for greenhouse gas emissions

reduction, promotion of use of renewable
energy resources, and energy efficiency im-
provement will continue.

Climate change has an effect on numer-
ous important sectors, including industry,
energy, transport and agriculture. The leg-
islative proposals presented at the Council
will concern the mainstreaming of climate
change objectives by reducing greenhouse
gas emissions in these sectors.

The Presidency will seek agreement with
the European Parliament on the Regulation
of reducing emissions of fluorinated green-
house gas (F-gas), which have a negative
impact on climate. The Regulation includes
measures that will contribute to the imple-
mentation of EU climate objectives, and en-
courage the industry to phase down the use
of F-gas in equipment by replacing F-gas
with alternatives that are both energy effec-
tive and safe.

The Presidency will suggest to the Council
to discuss the proposals by the European
Commission on the monitoring of maritime
transport emissions. The proposals aim at
the inclusion of these emissions into obliga-
tions on reduction of greenhouse gases.
The Council will further seek progress when
discussing proposal on the Fuel Quality Di-
rective and Renewable Energy Sources Di-
rective (ILUC). The Directives promote the
use of the least polluting biofuels in the
transport sector, and the assurance of the
sustainable production of biofuels.

I 3. International Cooperation

The Presidency will coordinate the prepara-
tion of the EU position for signing the inter-
national agreement at the Diplomatic Con-
ference on Mercury. It will establish efforts
by the international community to protect
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human health and the environment from
anthropogenic emissions and releases of
mercury and mercury compounds.

Lithuania will seek within the Council ade-
quate preparation for the EU involvement in
the 25th meeting of Parties to the Montreal
Protocol that will discuss global steps to pro-
tect the ozone layer and reduce the produc-
tion and use of ozone depleting substances.
The Presidency will coordinate the prepa-
ration of the EU participation in the High
Level Political Forum, established when
implementing the outcomes of the United

Nations Rio + 20 conference on sustainable
development which took place in 2012. This
Forum will strive for political leadership and
monitor the implementation of sustainable
development.

The Presidency will coordinate represen-
tation of the EU at the 11th Conference of
Parties to the Convention to Combat De-
sertification, at the 2nd session of the Inter-
governmental Platform on Biodiversity and
Ecosystem Services (IPBES), and the Stand-
ing Committee of the Bern Convention.



J. EDUCATION, YOUTH, CULTURE AND SPORT

The Education, Youth, Culture and Sport Council discusses issues of the quality of education
and vocational education and training, youth activity and public health; it also submits pro-
posals for the improved interaction of national education systems when providing for an
environment favourable to economic growth, human health and cultural development. The
Council discusses, and together with the European Parliament approves programmes that
seek to share and improve European cultural and historical heritage, use cultural and audio-
visual measures to increase the creativity and literacy of citizens, promote the mobility of stu-
dents, teachers and lecturers, to improve the cooperation of education systems with business,
and to ensure the earlier involvement of youth in the labour market.

J 1. Education and Training

The Presidency will focus on the importance
of the quality and efficiency of education and
training when implementing the Strategic
Framework for European Cooperation in Edu-
cation and Training (ET 2020) and seeking to
accomplish the objectives included in the Eu-
rope 2020 strategy.

The Presidency will seek to complete the pro-
cedures leading to a formal adoption of the
new Erasmus + Programme (2014-2020) that
will replace previously existing initiatives in
the field of education, training, and youth and
will integrate sports initiatives. The proposal
will provide for the more effective manage-
ment and funding of the programme, seeking
the implementation of the objectives of the
Europe 2020 strategy and ET 2020 strategic
framework and the Youth Strategy.

In the field of general education and voca-
tional education and training, Lithuania plans
to draft and submit to the Council for adop-
tion conclusions that will highlight leadership
initiatives in education, factors for the selection
of leaders of education institutions, prevention
of early drop-out from the education system,
as well as the development of entrepreneur-
ship at school. In the field of vocational train-
ing, the Presidency will also discuss issues
related to initial vocational education and

training in order to ensure the supply of neces-
sary skills to the labour market, and to increase
the attractiveness and openness of continuing
vocational education and training.

In order to highlight the necessity and the
objective of enhancing the quality and com-
petitiveness of European higher education,
and in response to the initiative by the Euro-
pean Commission regarding the internation-
alisation of higher education, Lithuania will
continue the discussion on the need to mod-
ernise higher education. The Presidency plans
to propose adopting the Council conclusions
regarding the internationalisation of the EU
higher education sector, whereby it will call
to discussions on how the European higher
education sector could respond to globalisa-
tion issues and seek the implementation of
the objectives of the Europe 2020 strategy.
Discussions will include ways of promoting
partnerships in the field of higher education,
including those with the EU's neighbourhood
countries, thereby enhancing research and
teaching capacities, and promoting a more
active role of universities knowledge transfer,
thus increasing the visibility of the EU higher
education at the international level. The
Presidency will highlight the importance of
strengthening international cooperation with
the EU's neighbourhood countries, and there-
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fore plans to invite partners from the Eastern
Partnership countries to attend discussions on
the internationalisation of higher education
hosted in Lithuania.

The Presidency will initiate political discus-
sion within the Council concerming Open
Educational Resources and digital learning.
In an era of rapid changes in the field of in-
formation and communication technologies,
these resources represent another popular
tool to promote virtual academic mobility and
knowledge exchange, ensuring intercultural
communication in education, whilst simulta-
neously seeking sustainable social develop-
ment and economic growth. On this basis,
the Presidency will call for discussions within
the Council regarding the importance, added
value and the challenges posed by Open Edu-
cation Resources and digital learning.

J 2.Youth

Given that the involvement of youth that is un-
employed, out of studies, with no activities,and
not party to any organisation in active public
or social life represents growing challenge for
most countries, Lithuania has selected the im-
proved social inclusion of young people Not
in Employment, Education or Training (NEET)
as its youth policy priority. Council conclusions
are expected on this issue.

To strengthen cooperation with youth in the
Eastern Partnership countries, Lithuania will
host the first meeting of the Eastern Partner-
ship Youth Forum in cooperation with the
Agency of International Youth Cooperation
in Kaunas on 22-25 October 2013. Key topics
of the meeting will include the recognition of
youth work and informal learning and their
importance for social inclusion, especially at
the local level and the presentation of the sta-
tus of ongoing European and Eastern Partner-

ship processes and the possible development
thereof.

J 3. Cultural and Audio-visual Affairs

The Presidency will take actions with a view
to completing procedures on the adoption of
the Creative Europe programme, supporting
cultural and creative sectors, and the Europe
for Citizens programme, promoting European
citizenship and the remembrance of common
European history, both programmes for the
period 2014-2020, in order to ensure imple-
mentation of the programmes as of 1 January
2014.

The Presidency will seek agreement with the
European Parliament in order to adopt the
decision establishing a Union action for the
European Capitals of Culture for the years 2020
to 2033 and to ensure the smooth continuity
of the most beautiful and visible EU cultural
initiatives.

The Presidency will seek to reach a general ap-
proach in the Council regarding the recast of
the Directive on the return of cultural objects
unlawfully removed from the territory of a
Member State seeking to facilitate procedures
in this field. The proposed amendments in the
Directive will be applied to cultural objects
classified as national treasures which were un-
lawfully removed after the year 1993 and cur-
rently located on the territory of another EU
Member State.

In the area of widening access to culture in the
digital environment, Lithuania will further en-
courage the development of Europeana, the
public European digital library, seeking con-
tinuous cooperation of Member States and
Europeana, and the dissemination of digitised
cultural heritage online. Once the European
Commission has submitted a proposal, the
Presidency will lead the discussions concern-



ing the European film in the digital age with
a view to adopting recommendations on this
issue in the Council.

The Presidency intends to initiate policy de-
bate within the Council regarding the trans-
formation of the audio-visual media land-
scape affected by the latest technological
developments. The Presidency will further
highlight the development of Connected TV
and on-going changes in the audio-visual
services and media market, characterised by a
steady increase in the convergence of media
services and the way in which these services
are consumed and delivered, ie. the progres-
sive merger of traditional broadcast services
and the internet. Lithuania will underline the
necessity to ensure media freedom and plural-
ism in the new digital environment.

The Presidency will focus on strengthening
the role of culture and emphasizing its impact
for social and economic development as well
as culture’s contribution to job creation and

growth, interaction of cultural policy with oth-
er policy fields, and the need for an evidence-
based change in cultural policy.

J 4. Sport

The Presidency will seek agreement on the
Council recommendation on Health Enhanc-
ing Physical Activity (HEPA). This recommenda-
tion would aim to encourage the monitoring
of implementation of inter-sectoral physical
activity programmes.

When strengthening the role of sport as a sec-
tor in the EU, Lithuania intends to propose the
adoption of Council conclusions regarding
sport as an impetus for economic growth and
employment.

The Presidency also plans to hold political dis-
cussions in the Council on good governance,
which would prove beneficial to enhancing
the managerial abilities of sports federations
as well as ethics in sport.
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