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Draft Mandate and Objectives of the Group of Stakeholder organisations working on Early Childhood Education and Care (ECEC) and Early School leaving (ESL)
1.
Background of the Stakeholders Group

The Commission's Communication on early childhood education and care (ECEC)  for children between birth to compulsory school age, adopted in February 2011, set out key policy areas for cooperation between Member States within the Open Method of Cooperation (ET 2020) in order to improve the accessibility and quality of ECEC across Europe. As a follow-up, Education Ministers adopted Council Conclusions on the same topic (OJ C 175 2011), which supported the Commission’s analysis and agreed future priorities for joint policy work so as to support Member States in their efforts to improve their systems. In 2012 the Thematic Working Group has started to work in this area. Member States nominated two participants per country, who are policy makers and researchers not only from the education field but also from other ECEC relevant sectors, such as employment, social, family and health affairs. The group is a peer learning group that exchanges good practice, compares and contrasts different policy approaches to similar challenges while also addressing latest quantitative and qualitative research evidence in order to identify those factors that are critical for success in policy making and reform and that are transferable to other national contexts. 

In June 2011 the Education Council adopted a Recommendation on policies to reduce early school leaving (OJ C 191 2011). This Recommendation defines a common framework for comprehensive policies to reduce early school leaving. It invites Member States to ensure that such strategies are in place by the end of 2012 and it invites the Commission to monitor developments, to support policy development and the exchange of experience and good practice. A Thematic Working Group on policies to reduce early school leaving was set up in the framework of ET 2020. It consists of representatives of 27 European countries and a limited number of stakeholders representing, pupils, parents and teachers. The TWG will support policy development and the exchange of good practice.

The Stakeholder Group on Early Childhood Education and Care and on Early School Leaving aims to complement the discussion among Member States and to channel contribution of relevant stakeholder groups into the work of both TWGs. While a direct involvement of all relevant stakeholders in the TWGs would have exceeded size limits, the set-up of a parallel structure is regarded as an alternative option to involve also the views of a wide range of non-governmental organizations at European level.


2.
Mandate

The Stakeholder Group will focus on the following tasks:

· It will contribute to the quality of knowledge on early childhood education and care and on policies and measures to improve accessibility and quality in ECEC provisions

· It will contribute to the quality of knowledge on early school leaving processes and on efficient and effective measures and policies against early school leaving.
· It will allow the TWGs to present their work and outputs to a broader audience and to systematically gather inputs of main stakeholders

· It will allow stakeholders to draw attention to topics which they would like to see taken up by the TWGs.

3.
Thematic focus and working methods

Through its work, the Stakeholder Group aims to support policy development at European level. It will meet approximately twice a year to up-date information on both policy areas and to discuss recent developments in and outputs of the work of the TWGs. 

Based on the work programmes of both Thematic Working Groups, the Stakeholder Group will address until end of 2013 the following issues:

ESL: 

1. the concept of comprehensive policies to reduce ESL, 

2. analysis and monitoring of ESL at European, national and regional level, 

3. ESL and vocational and educational training, 

4. teachers, trainers and other professionals working with young people at risk of ESL, 

5. cooperation between schools, parents and local communities,

6. motivation.
ECEC:

Under the overarching topic of quality ECEC: 

1. promoting generalized equitable access for all children

2. the professionalization of the ECEC workforce

3. developing age appropriate pedagogical content (curriculum) 

4. evaluation and monitoring for accountability and for informing policy makers 

5. governance for a joint vision of early years from birth to compulsory school age
As far as possible the Commission will provide an indicative timetable for the discussion of the different topics. Members of the Stakeholder Group can also propose also additional agenda points within the thematic scope of the group.

Background papers to support the discussion within the meetings will be sent well in advance (min 2 weeks); the Commission will also set-up an on-line collaboration platform (SINAPSE) to ease the exchange of information and documentation.
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