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Rethinking Resilience: Education, Skills and the 
Foundations of Society

Prof. dr. Jolanta Urbanoviő

European Network of Education Councils Seminar

VilniusςKaunas, 20 May 2026



Europe today: signals of democratic fragility

18%trust political parties

40%actively avoid news

13%tertiary-educated adults below literacy baseline

lowest levelglobal democracy index

Why are highly educated societiesbecoming increasingly 
fragile?



Why speak about resilience now?

ω ƎŜƻǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ 
instability

ω ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŘƛǎƻǊŘŜǊ 
and disinformation

ω !L-driven 
transformation

ω ŘŜŎƭƛƴƛƴƎ ǘǊǳǎǘ ƛƴ 
institutions

ω ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŦǊŀƎƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ 
and polarisation

ω ŀŎŎŜƭŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ 
uncertainty

What makes democratic societies capable of functioning under 
conditions of permanent uncertainty?



The limits of current 
resilience thinking

Resilience is often understood through:

ω ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳƛǘȅ

ω ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ǎǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ

ω ŎȅōŜǊǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ

ω ŎǊƛǎƛǎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ

ω ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ

However:resilience is also a societal and 
cognitive capacity.



A broader understanding of democratic resilience

Resilience is not simply the ability to withstand shocks.

It is the capacity of societies to:

ω ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄƛǘȅ

ω ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ

ω ŀŘŀǇǘ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ

ω ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴ ǘǊǳǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ

ω ƭŜŀǊƴ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳƻǳǎƭȅ

ω ŀŎǘ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǳƴŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘȅ



Three dimensions of resilience

Institutional 
resilience

ω ƎƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜ

ω ǊǳƭŜ ƻŦ ƭŀǿ

ω ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ 
institutions

Social resilience

ωtrust

ωsocialcohesion

ω ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ

ω civicparticipation

Cognitive resilience

ω ƭƛǘŜǊŀŎȅ

ω ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ

ω ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ

ω ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ǎƻƭǾƛƴƎ

ω ŜǇƛǎǘŜƳƛŎ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜ



From institutional resilience to cognitive resilience

Cognitive resilience includes the ability to:

ω ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ

ω ǊŜǎƛǎǘ ƳŀƴƛǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƳƛǎƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ

ω ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ƛƴ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜ

ω ǊŜǾƛǎŜ ǾƛŜǿǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ

ω ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŀǇǘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ

Democratic resilience increasingly depends on the 
competence structure of society.



Why education matters

Education is not only:

ω ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ

ω ǘǊŀƴǎƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ

ω ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ

Education shapes:

ω Ƙƻǿ ǎƻŎƛŜǘƛŜǎ ǘƘƛƴƪ

ω ǿƘŀǘ ǎƻŎƛŜǘƛŜǎ ǾŀƭǳŜ

ω ǿƘƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜǎ

ω Ƙƻǿ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƻ ŘŜŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǳƴŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘȅ



A strategic 
shift

20th century education systems 
were largely designed for:

ω standardisation

ω ǇǊŜŘƛŎǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ

ω ǎǘŀōƭŜ ƻŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇŀǘƘǿŀȅǎ

ω ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛǾŜ ŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅ

21st century democracies require:

ω ŀŘŀǇǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ

ω ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƧǳŘƎŜƳŜƴǘ

ω Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳƻǳǎ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ

ω ŜǇƛǎǘŜƳƛŎ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜ

ω ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄƛǘȅ



Transition to evidence

If democratic resilience depends on societal competencies, 
we must ask:

ω ²Ƙŀǘ ƪƛƴŘǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜƴŎƛŜǎ Řƻ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ǎƻŎƛŜǘƛŜǎ 
actually possess?

ω Iƻǿ Ŝǉǳŀƭƭȅ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘΚ

ω ²Ƙŀǘ ǊƻƭŜ Řƻ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ Ǉƭŀȅ ƛƴ ǎƘŀǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳΚ

ω ²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ Řŀǘŀ ǘŜƭƭ ǳǎ ŀōƻǳǘ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ ǘƻŘŀȅΚ

Ҧ tL!!/Σ tL{! ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ



Democratic resilience depends on distribution τ not only averages

Differences within societies increasingly matter more than 
differences between countries.

Democratic resilience depends not only on averages, but on 
whether societies become cognitively fragmented.

Source: OECD PIAAC Cycle 2



Educational expansion does not automatically guarantee societal capability

13% of tertiary-educated adults across 
OECD countries perform at or below 
baseline literacy levels.

Source: OECD Education at a Glance 2025 / PIAAC



Highercognitiveresilience

Åcritical literacy

Ålearningcapacity

Åinformationevaluation

Åadaptiveparticipation

Highervulnerability

Åmisinformationexposure

Åinformationfatigue

Ådistrust

Ådisengagement

Åmanipulationrisk 

In the 21st century, inequality increasingly 
includes unequal capacity to interpret reality 
itself.





A critical tension

The competencies most important for resilience are often 
the hardest to standardise:

ω ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƧǳŘƎŜƳŜƴǘ

ω ŜǇƛǎǘŜƳƛŎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ

ω ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜ

ω ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƴƛǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ

ω ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŀŎǘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǳƴŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘȅ

Are education systems measuring what matters τ or 
valuing what is measurable?



The deeper question

Education systems are shaped not only by 
curricula, but by:

ω ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ǊŜƎƛƳŜǎ

ω ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ

ω ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜǎ

ω ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛǎƳǎ

These structures define what counts as 
valuable learning.

How well do education systems 
perform?

OR

What kinds of societies do education 
systems make possible?



Assessment and the standardization dilemma

Modern systems require 
assessment to be:

ω ǊŜƭƛŀōƭŜ

ω ŎƻƳǇŀǊŀōƭŜ

ω ƳŀƴŀƎŜŀōƭŜ

Yet resilience depends on 
capacities that are:

ω ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ

ω ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘǳŀƭ

ω ŘƛŀƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ

ω ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ standardise

The challenge begins when measurability becomes the dominant logic of education.

Assessment systems do more than measure learning.They shape:
ω ǿƘŀǘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ prioritise
ω Ƙƻǿ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƭŜŀǊƴ
ω ǿƘŀǘ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǾŀƭǳŜŘ



The certification overload

Upper secondary certification often 

attempts to:

ω ŎŜǊǘƛŦȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƻƴ

ω ŀǎǎŜǎǎ ƳŀǘǳǊƛǘȅ

ω ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ

ω ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘǊǳǎǘ

When one instrument serves too many purposes,

it begins to reshape learning itself.

Selection can gradually colonise learning.

OECD: 42 of 71 systems use mixed certification models.
Source: OECD, The Theory and Practice of Upper Secondary 
Certification, 2026.



The curriculumςassessment tension

Curricula increasingly emphasise:

ω ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ

ω ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾƛǘȅ

ω ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎƘƛǇ

ω ŀƎŜƴŎȅ

But assessment systems often reward:

ω ǎǇŜŜŘ

ω ǊŜŎŀƭƭ

ω ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŀƭ ŀŎŎǳǊŀŎȅ

ω standardised performance

What remains difficult to assess risks becoming marginal in practice.



The PISA paradox
International assessments strengthened:

ω ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ

ω Ǿƛǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƛƴŜǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ

ω ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ-informed reform

But they may also encourage:

ω ŎƻƴǾŜǊƎŜƴŎŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŀōƭŜ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎ

ω ƴŀǊǊƻǿƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ

ω ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀǘƛǾŜ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜǎ

What systems measure gradually becomes what 
systems prioritise.



Credentials versus capabilities

9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ 
achievements.

Yet more qualifications do not automatically produce:

ω ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǊ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ ƧǳŘƎŜƳŜƴǘ

ω ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƴƛǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ

ω ǘǊǳǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ

ω Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳƻǳǎ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ

Societies may become formally more educated while 
remaining cognitively fragile.



Thecentral
provocation

ÅModern education systems increasingly succeed in 
producing measurable performance.

ÅBut democratic societies increasingly depend on 
capacities that are difficult to measure.

ÅThe challenge for Europe is no longer only how to raise 
achievement.

ÅIt is how to prevent highly educated societies from 
becoming democratically fragile.



The Democratic Capacity to Learn

ÅThe challenge for Europe is no longer 
only how to improve educational 
performance.

ÅThe deeper challenge is whether 
societies retain the capacity to learn, 
deliberate and act democratically under 
conditions of permanent uncertainty.

Å9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ 
democratic resilience infrastructure.



Coffee break



Lunch 
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AI, Education, and Democracy: What Policymakers Must Protect

Educating for Democratic Sense -Making 
in the Age of AI

FACULTY OF EDUCATION AND INTERNATIONAL STUDIES



ÅShow how AI changes conditions for judgement and participation

ÅMake this concrete through classroom examples

ÅDiscuss what policymakers cannot leave to individuals

Today I will do three things

30



ÅThink of something online that seemed credible before it was verified

ÅWhat made it seem trustworthy?
ÅDesign?

ÅLanguage?

ÅConfidence?

ÅSource?

ÅPrior belief?

What have you been fooled by?

31
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ÅAI is becoming part of everyday information 

environments

ÅStudents meet plausible, fluent, generated content

ÅSchools must support judgement, trust, and 

participation 

ÅPolicy must protect fair and informed participation

Why this matters now for education policy



Knowledge

Information is 
increasingly 
generated, ranked, 
or personalised

Evaluation

Students must 
judge plausibility, 
framing, uncertainty, 
and bias

Participation

AI shapes how 
students write, 
respond, and 
appear in public 
spaces

How AI changes knowledge, evaluation, and participation



34

ÅAI changes more than access to information

ÅIt shapes interpretation, judgement, and 

response

ÅStudents need resilience to misinformation

ÅThis requires more than individual scepticism

Why this is not only a literacy issue
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Democratic sense -making

How people collectively:

Interpret 

information 

and events

Navigate 

disagreement

Form 

provisional 

judgements

Decide what 

should be 

done

Weigh 

competing 

claims



Three levels of the argument

ÅSociety
ÅDemocratic sense-making

ÅInterpreting information and navigating disagreement together

ÅEducation
ÅDigital citizenship

ÅPreparing students for responsible participation

ÅClassroom process
ÅCritical thinking

ÅQuestioning, comparing, verifying, justifying, revising



ÅParticipation ï acting responsibly in digital environments

ÅJudgement ï evaluating claims, systems, and influences

ÅEthics ï considering fairness, responsibility, and consequences

ÅCritical Resistance - questioning power and manipulation

Digital citizenship as an educational lens

37
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ÅQuestion what seems plausible

ÅCompare claims and perspectives

ÅVerify before trusting or sharing

ÅJustify decisions

ÅRevise views when reasons change

Critical thinking as an educational process
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ÅA teachers enters class

ÅA believable and emotionally charged clip is circulating among students 

ÅIt may be edited or AI generated

ÅWhat should the teacher do?
ÅUse it and risk amplifying misinformation?
ÅIgnore it and lose a teachable moment?
ÅPause and verify ï but with what support?

A classroom situation
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ÅRespond to plausible but unverified content

ÅDecide under uncertainty and time pressure

ÅSupport learning without outsourcing judgement

ÅWork within uneven institutional conditions

What teachers are being asked to do
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ÅVerification without amplification

ÅSupport without delegation of thinking

ÅInnovation without loss of accountability

What policymakers cannot leave to individuals



42

Consider a rule like this:

Students may use AI tools for homework, but they are 

personally responsible for checking accuracy, avoiding 

plagiarism, and protecting their privacy.

What is being left to the individual?



43

Conditions schools and systems must make possible 

Visible reasoning
Explanation, revision, 

justification

Guided verification
Stop, Investigate, Find, Trace

Shared norms
Clear expectations for 

appropriate AI use

Fair participation
Support across different 

contexts
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36

26

36

34

Ethics / governance

Teacher learning

Curriculum / pedagogy

Equity / inclusion

Preliminary findings from umbrella review
ÅGovernance and accountability

ÅAssessment and visible thinking

ÅProfessional learning and 

institutional norms

ÅEquity and participation

What the wider research field keeps returning to

59 statements

48 statements

52 statements

65 statements



Privacy, fairness, transparency, responsibility

Strengthen governance and accountability

Explanation, revision, justification, reviewability

Protect assessment that values reasoning

Time, guidance, collaboration, institutional clarity

Support professional learning and shared norms

Infrastructures, language, access, inclusion

Protect equity and participation

Four directions for policy design

45



Trustworthy access 
to knowledge

Visible reasoning Critical verification

Professional 
support

Equitable 
participation

What policymakers must protect

46
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Thank you for listening

FACULTY OF EDUCATION AND INTERNATIONAL STUDIES



14:00 -  15:30 

15:30Ь 18 PM

18:30

Plenary sessions and discussions

Visit of Science Island and the Planeterium

Conference dinner

WORK AND EVENTS FROM THE QUEBEC COUNCIL.
MONIQUE BRODEUR, President, Superior Council of Education, Quebec
 
EVERYONE ENGAGE. FROM ISOLATED EFFORTS TO JOINT RESPONSIBILITY
Aletheia De Guzman, Staff member, Flemish Education Council, Belgium
 
THE ROLE OF INCLUSIVE EDUCATION IN DEMOCRATIC CITIZENSHIP, AN EXAMPLE
!ƭŘƛƴŀ [ƻōƻ ŀƴŘ !ƴǘƽƴƛƻ !ƭƳŜƛŘŀΣ Technical -scientific advisors, 

National Education Council, Portugal
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Council of Higher Education

Strengthening Democratic Resilience Through Education
What More is Needed?

Monique Brodeur , président
In collaboration with:

Mathieu Lavoie , Director of Research and Public Policy
Marie-Josée Larocque, Secretary General and Director of Administration

EUNEC Seminar 2026 Kaunas-Vilnius, Lithuania т Wednesday, May 20, 2026, 2 p.m.



Presentation Outline

Strengthening Democratic Resilience Through Education. What More is Needed? 

ÅNew Council of Higher Education 
Å Inspiring projects
ÅMobilizing events
ÅWhat more do we need to do?



New Council of Higher Education 

ÅThe Council was transformed into the Council of Higher Education on April 1, 2026.

ÅThrough its mission and the way it carries it out, it contributes to the democratization of education.

ÅIt is composed of a board of 12 members appointed by the Government and has four bodies:
ÅCommission on College Education and Research;
ÅCommission on University Education and Research;
ÅCommittee on the State and Needs of Higher Education;
Å Inter-Order Committee on Student Succession.

Strengthening Democratic Resilience Through Education. What More is Needed? 



The Council
Strengthening Democratic Resilience Through Education. What More is Needed? 

ÅAdheres to the values of independence, openness, expertise and collaboration, 
as well as equity, diversity and inclusion in education.

ÅDecides on the work it wishes to undertake, but the Minister may also assign it a 
mandate.

ÅCreates, if necessary, alone or with other organizations, a committee 
of expertson a given subject.

ÅRelies on a team with solid expertise, to carry out its work.
ÅUses generative AI systems on an exploratory basis, in accordance with 

government.
ÅProduces work that often takes the form of recommendations, addressed to all 

stakeholders in the education sector, including government ministries.
ÅAims to provide insights for public policies, that promote the common good.



To carry out its work, the Council relies on three pillars

Strengthening Democratic Resilience Through Education. What More is Needed? 

Members of the Council's committee and bodies are recruited through a call for applications and then 
selected to ensure representation of stakeholders from across the ecosystem, regions, and genders. 
These individuals serve as citizens, not as representatives of any particular group or organization.



Inspiring Projects

Since the last EUNEC seminar in May 2024, the Council has produced, 
among other things, thefollowing work:

InspiringProjects



A Québec Qualifications 
Framework for Recognizing, 
Comparing and Supporting the 
Development of Competencies

Conseil supérieur de ũќĳĬƨĦċƣŔŸŰ (2024). 
Québec, Le Conseil, 16p. A Québec Qualifications 
Framework for Recognizing, Comparing and 
Supporting the Development of Competencies

InspiringProjects

https://www.cse.gouv.qc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/50-0565-SU_CEAFC-24_Final.pdf
https://www.cse.gouv.qc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/50-0565-SU_CEAFC-24_Final.pdf
https://www.cse.gouv.qc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/50-0565-SU_CEAFC-24_Final.pdf


InspiringProjects

Together for Children: 
School, Family and 
Community Collaboration

Conseil supérieur de ũќĳĬƨĦċƣŔŸŰ (2024). 
Québec, Le Conseil, 15 p. Together for 
Children: School, Family and Community 
Collaboration - Summary

https://www.cse.gouv.qc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/50-0568-SU-school-family-community-collaboration.pdf
https://www.cse.gouv.qc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/50-0568-SU-school-family-community-collaboration.pdf
https://www.cse.gouv.qc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/50-0568-SU-school-family-community-collaboration.pdf
https://www.cse.gouv.qc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/50-0568-SU-school-family-community-collaboration.pdf
https://www.cse.gouv.qc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/50-0568-SU-school-family-community-collaboration.pdf


The Offer of Distance Learning and 
its Impact on University Students: 
A portrait to Co -Construct

Conseil supérieur de ũќĳĬƨĦċƣŔŸŰ 
(2025).Québec, Le Conseil, 80 p.

InspiringProjects



Research and Education at 
the College Level: A Synergy 
to Be Promoted

InspiringProjects

Conseil supérieur de ũќĲĬƨĦċƣŔŸŰ (2025). 
Québec, LeConseil, 26 p. Research and 
education at the college level: a synergy to 
be promoted - Summary

https://www.cse.gouv.qc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/50-0570-SU-promouvoir-recherche-formation-collegial_couvCSE.pdf
https://www.cse.gouv.qc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/50-0570-SU-promouvoir-recherche-formation-collegial_couvCSE.pdf
https://www.cse.gouv.qc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/50-0570-SU-promouvoir-recherche-formation-collegial_couvCSE.pdf
https://www.cse.gouv.qc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/50-0570-SU-promouvoir-recherche-formation-collegial_couvCSE.pdf
https://www.cse.gouv.qc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/50-0570-SU-promouvoir-recherche-formation-collegial_couvCSE.pdf


Projects Related to Democracy

ÅAmong the work recently carried out by the Council, three reports have a strong 
connection to democracy.
ÅThese reports revolve around the idea that educational policies must be 

developed collectively, respect human diversity, and contribute to the 
development of an autonomous, critical, and fully participatory citizenship.

InspiringProjects



Generative Artificial Intelligence 
in Higher Education: Pedagogical 
and Ethical Issues
1. Complexity and uncertainty surrounding AI -
related issues

2. Respect for autonomy and collegial governance

3. Protection of education as a public good

4. Preserving the conditions of cognitive 
democracy

InspiringProjects

9ŸŰƚĲŔũШƚƨƓĳƖŔĲƨƖШĬĲШũќĳĬƨĦċƣŔŸŰШĲƣШ9ŸůůŔƚƚŔŸŰШĬĲШũќĳƣőŔƕƨĲШĲŰШƚĦŔĲŰĦĲШĲƣШ
en technologie (2024). Québec, Le Conseil ; La Commission, 12 p. 
Generative Artificial Intelligence in Higher Education: Pedagogical and 
Ethical Issues

https://www.cse.gouv.qc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/50-0566-SU-IA-generative-enseignement-superieur-enjeux-ethiques.pdf
https://www.cse.gouv.qc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/50-0566-SU-IA-generative-enseignement-superieur-enjeux-ethiques.pdf


The Complexity of the Education System 
as Seen by the Conseil supérieur de 
ũѢĳĬƨĦċƣŔŸŰЮ
Report on the State and Needs of Education 2023 -2025

InspiringProjects

Conseil supérieur de ũќĳĬƨĦċƣŔŸŰ (2025). Québec, 
LeConseil, 11p. The complexity of the education 
ƚǃƚƣĲůШċƚШƚĲĲŰШĤǃШƣőĲШ9ŸŰƚĲŔũШƚƨƓĳƖŔĲƨƖШĬĲШũќĳĬƨĦċƣŔŸŰ

1. Educational democracy is grounded in pluralism

2. Democratization of education transforms the 
role of the education system

3. Complex educational issues require 
participatory governance

https://www.cse.gouv.qc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/50-0811-SU-complexity-education-system.pdf
https://www.cse.gouv.qc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/50-0811-SU-complexity-education-system.pdf


Supporting Student 
Engagement in Secondary 
School: Combining Quality, 
Diversity and Accessibility

Conseil supérieur de ũќĳĬƨĦċƣŔŸŰ (2025). Québec, Le Conseil, 15 p. 
Supporting Student Engagement in Secondary School: Combining 
Quality, Diversity and Accessibility - Summary

InspiringProjects

1. Democratic education requires real equality of 
opportunity

2. Schools play a central role in preparing 
students for democratic participation

3. Reducing educational inequality is a 
democratic imperative

https://www.cse.gouv.qc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/50-0569-SU-Supporting-Student-Engagement.pdf
https://www.cse.gouv.qc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/50-0569-SU-Supporting-Student-Engagement.pdf
https://www.cse.gouv.qc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/50-0569-SU-Supporting-Student-Engagement.pdf
https://www.cse.gouv.qc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/50-0569-SU-Supporting-Student-Engagement.pdf


Mobilizing Events

MobilizingEvents

Each year, in addition to participating in various 
forums, congresses, and conferences, the 
Council holds an annual meeting for all its 
members, with a focus on continuing 
professional development.



Role, relevance, and contribution 
of consulting organizations in 
Quebec and internationally

Continuing education activity 
Plénière 2024 т CSE

During this event, the President of EUNEC, 
Mirjam Van Leeuwen-Verhaar, delivered an 
inspiring and courageous online lecture:

 Advisory bodies in European and African 
countries.

MobilizingEvents

https://www.cse.gouv.qc.ca/pleniere-2024/
https://www.cse.gouv.qc.ca/pleniere-2024/
https://www.cse.gouv.qc.ca/pleniere-2024/


MobilizingEvents

The event 'Guardian of 
the Past and Bearer of 
ƣőĲШ[ƨƣƨƖĲќЯШůċƖťƚШƣőĲШ
60th anniversary of the 
creation of the Higher 
Council of Education

60e anniversaire 2024 - 
CSE

https://www.cse.gouv.qc.ca/60e-anniversaire/
https://www.cse.gouv.qc.ca/60e-anniversaire/
https://www.cse.gouv.qc.ca/60e-anniversaire/


Higher Education Facing the Polycrisis : 
Thinking and Acting for a Viable Future 
(April, 2026)

MobilizingEvents

We live today in an era where crises - climate, environmental, geopolitical, economic, and social - 
seem to be exacerbated. 

Higher education is not lagging behind in the face of these crises. 

It must train citizens capable of confronting the ongoing upheavals, contribute to research on the 
environmental and social phenomena linked to these crises, modify the content taught and the 
methods of knowledge transmission, and adapt its institutional practices, in collaboration уand 
sometimes in confrontation уwith other social actors, including governments and interest groups. 

The Council brought together key players in the Quebec higher education network, to help shed 
light on how Quebec higher education is both affected by the ongoing upheavals and proactive in 
resolving the crises it faces.



What More Do We Need To Do?
ÅTo strengthen democratic resilience through education, in the context of the polycrisis affecting the 

world, the Council believes that compulsory education and higher education have a crucial role to 
play.

ÅIn addition to mastering fundamental knowledge, the education system must foster, from preschool 
onward and throughout life, the development of skills such as living together (and in peace), critical 
thinking, basic knowledge in reading, writing and numeracy, as well as scientific and digital literacy.

ÅIn this regard, to carry out its mission responsibly, the Council for Higher Education, while respecting 
both its independence and the stakeholders within its ecosystem, must observe, assess, and act 
rigorously and courageously. Its work proposes ways to increase equity within the education system, 
as well as to pool data, ideas, actions and resources.

ÅIts participation in EUNEC is invaluable, as it allows it to exchange ideas with similar organizations. 
These exchanges enrich its perspectives and inspire him to perform its role optimally.

Strengthening Democratic Resilience Through Education. What More is Needed? 



ces.gouv.qc.ca
@csequebec

Strengthening Democratic Resilience Through Education. What More Is Needed? 

Council of Higher Education



EVERYONE,
ENGAGE!
From isolated efforts to joint responsibility

EUNEC Seminar 2026
PLENARY SESSIONS AND DISCUSSIONS
20 May 2026

Aletheia De Guzman
Flemish Education Council

Everyone, Engage! 
From isolated efforts to joint responsibility

EUNEC SEMINAR 2026



Overview
1 The Flemish Education Council

2 Challenges and main question

3 Participatory process: framework and phases

4 Preliminary insights

5 What more is needed?

EUNEC SEMINAR 2026
Everyone, Engage! 

From isolated efforts to joint responsibility



EUNEC SEMINAR 2026

1 
The Flemish
Education Council

Everyone, Engage! 
From isolated efforts to joint responsibility



Representativestructure

ÅStructured participation of stakeholders

ÅRepresentatives participatie in councils and committees

ÅAiming for broad consensus  

Ą balanced perspective on education policy

ÅParticipatory process = expand representative function

EUNEC SEMINAR 2026
Everyone, Engage! 

From isolated efforts to joint responsibility



EUNEC SEMINAR 2026

2 
Challenges & 
Main question


